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S E R M ON. 


IsAtan, nar: 6. 
And wiſdom and knowledge ſhall be the Pability of 


thy times, and . of JON; 3 the fear 
of the Lord is his treaſure. 


T: the days of the prophet Iſaiah, the King 
and people of the Jews, were reduced to 
a ſtate of extreme diſtreſs, by the hoſtile 
invaſion of Sennacherib King of Aſſyria, who, 
at the head of a numerous and mighty army, 
advanced even to the gates of Jeruſalem, defy- 
ing the God of Iſrael, and threatening utter de- 
ſtruction to the Jewiſh nation. The Lord of 
hoſts, who fitteth in the heavens, did laugh; be 
bad this proud and raging tyrant in deriſion; to 
his furious wrath, he ſet reſtraining bounds; in one 
night, by his Angel, he ſmote, in the Aflyrian 
camp, one hundred fourſcore and five thou- 
ſand. 
The Jews, in the 2 of their trouble, ſought 
the Lord; he heard them, and delivered them from 
their fears: : according to his promiſe, he com- 
manded and wrought for them a ſpeedy and 
glorious deliverance; and thus reſtored their 


„„ public 


people. 


8 
public peace and tranquillity. After this kind : 
interpoſition of divine providence in their fa- 
vour, the wiſe and good King Hezekiah made 
it his buſineſs, by the authority of his laws, 
and the influence of his example, to revive a 
ſpirit of piety and religion, which had greatly 
deeaye d in the days of his father Ahaz. 

TP * wiſe meaſures which at this time were 
taken by the Prince, and the good regulations 
that were laid down and eee enforced, did 
ſpeedily produce a remarkable reformation a- 
mongſt his people; who being inſtructed in 
that knowledge and wiſdom which influences 
the fear of the Lord, which betters the heart 
and the manners, became a wiſe and a virtuous 


In that age (as i 19 beautifully 3 in 
my text, and in the preceeding verſe) The Lord 
a exalted, he who dwells on high did fill Zion, 
their church and nation, with judgment and 
righteouſneſs: good order was reſtored, wiſe 
laws were 8155 juſtice was impartially diſ- 
penſed and executed; religion was had in e- 
ſteem: viſdom and knowl-dge, and the fear of 
the Lord were the ſtability of thoſe times; the 
 ftrength of ſalvation, i. e. the ſaving ſtrength, 
the glory and ſafety of this kingdom. Theſe 
(according to the ſeptuagint) are he treaſures of + 
righteouſneſs, i. e. the treaſures of righteous mens. - 
a treaſure they were to the good King g. more :- 
luable than all the ſpoil he had acquired, and "i 
treaſure to his pious WES. 
| It 
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11 is obſerved, that when the ſervants of God, 


the prophets, encourage and comfort the Jews! N 
by en g their enemies with any remarkable 
defeat or overthrow, or by promiſing, to the 


ews themſelves, any ſignal deliverance from na- 
tional diſtreſs; it is, I ſay, obſerved, that, in ſueh 
caſes, they are often led by the ſpirit of God, to 
intermix prophecies concerning the Meffi ah's 


kingdom, and to point out the bleſſed effects that 


ſhould follow upon the erection and eſtabliſh- 


ment of it in the world. Thus the tenth chapter 


of this book, containing a promiſe, that God 


would break the Aſſyrian power, and reſcue his 


people from that bondage; in the eleventh chap- 
ter, the prophet delivers a moſt ſublime and com- 


fortable promiſe of theſe happy times, that 


ſhould take prog in the reign of Meſſiah the 
Prince of peace * When the earth ſhould be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the ſea. In like manner having, in the begin- 
ning of this chapter threatened the overthrow of 
the Aſſyrians, tho' the words of my text, in 
their primary ſenſe, reſpect the age and reign 
of Hezekiah; yet it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
the evangelical prophet. looks farther than to 


thoſe times, and is pointing out a far greater 


and more important event, 7. e. the reign of 
Meſſiah, that Prince, “ on whom the ſpirit of 
the Lord, the - ſpirit of wiſdom ana underſtanding, 
"ou ſpirit of cn and le, the Mirit f know- 
Fed. 
. . nl Cs 1 RTO 
1 * xi. 2. 5 95 | 
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* and the fear of the Lord, were to reſt: and 
ſo the holy prophet here teaches, that the king- 
dom of Chriſt, the chriſtian inſtitution which 
promotes religious wiſdom, uſeful knowledge, 
and real goodneſs, is the glory and ſtability of 
a nation; and that every ſincere chriſtian enjoys 
4 wat the moſt valuable, a felicity the moſt 
pure and laſting. The ſpirit and manner of the 
prophetic writings, favour this ſenſe of the 
words; and this is the 1 interpretation of the learn- 
ed and judicious Calvin. 0 
This paſſage of holy ſcripture, thus explain- 
ed, may ſuggeſt proper meditations in a diſ- 
courſe delivered before a ſociety eſtabliſhed for 
propogating chriſtian knowledge: and, through 
divine affiſtance,I ſhall attempt to do theſe — 
If, I would illuſtrate the juſt and uſeful ſenti- 
ment contained in the text or ſhow, that eve- 
ry chriſtian obtains and enjoys a treaſure; and 
that a nation, by being truly chriſtian, acquires 
the moſt real dignity and glory, the trueſt feli- 
city, ſtrength and ſtability. _ 
 2dly, If every perſon, if every kingdom, 
does gain by being chriſtian ; I would enquire, 
whence it comes, that chriſtianity, true chriſti- 
anity, does not more prevail! or, what are the 
obſtacles and impediments in the way of the 
progreſs of chriſtian knowledge ? 
24ly, I would endeavour to ſhow, how thoſe _ 
impediments may, in a great meaſure, be remo- 
ved, or how the force of thoſe obſtacles, in the 


Way of chriſtian knowledge, my be ſurmount- 
| | ed, 


TY 


ed, ſo as the religion of Jeſus may be further 
and more effectually propagated. 
1// Then, In order to illuſtrate the juſt and 
| 4 e ſentiment in the texkt, 
I ſhall ſhew in what ſenſe it may be vals 
ſaid, that every perſon who is a chriſtian en- 
joys a treaſure; and then, 

I ſhall attempt to explain and confirm this os 
ſervation, that the chriſtian religion contributes 
to advance the dignity, to promote the felicity, 
to encreaſe the ſtrength, and eſtabliſh the r 
of a kingdom. 

I. Every true chriſtian 1 Pig in the hol 
3 a treaſure of valuable wiſdom an 
knowledge. The entertainment ariſing from 
knowledge, is rational and manly. To exer- 
ciſe the powers of underſtanding and reaſon, 
to inveſtigate and contemplate truth, to ſearch 
out and diſcover things new, great and uſeful, 
is to feed the ſoul with the pureſt delight. How 
vaſtly ſuperior are the joys of knowledge and 
wiſdom, to the mean, the cloying, gratificati- 
ons of ſenſe? How many the pleaſant hours 
the man of wiſdom enjoys, who carries about 


in his mind, an entertaining fund of meditati- 


on? The more important and intereſting the 
ſuhjects of enquiry are, the pleaſure of the in- 
quirer will be the greater. Books containing 
new inventions, uſeful diſquiſitions, refined and 
ſolid maxims of wiſdom, are juſtly eſteemed. 
Many pieces of the antients in Greece and 
Name, excelling 1 in n and ſtrength of ſen- 

| timent, 


(i 6 1 
timent, in eaſineſs and ſimplicity of ſtyle, have 


been preſerved and handed fo by men of 
| taſte, for knowledge, as a treaſure they highly 
valued : but where can we find any book equal 
in value to the ſacred writings, which con- 
tain a vaſt variety of rich, grand, and import- 
ant diſcoveries, which open to human view 


objects the moſt glorious, ſcenes the moſt ex- 


tenſive? How pure and noble is the doctrine 
delivered in the ſcriptures, concerning the great 
God? What ſublimity, what purity, what 
ſtrength of ſentiment, in the deſcriptions of his 
glorious perfections, of his ſtupenduous works? 
Divine revelation exhibitsas an object of pleaſant 


and uſeful contemplation, the wiſe and good, 


the great and amazing ſchemes of the Lord God 
omnipotent, in forming a vaſt creation, and in 
governing a wide and extended dominion : 
a rich and intereſting field of inquiry and ſtu- 
dy is preſented to the mind in the grand, the 
divine contrivance of reſtoring the ruined af- 
fairs of man, thro' the incarnation, ſufferings 
and death, of the only begotten Son of God. 
In this divine book, may every well diſpoſed 
ſearcher for knowledge find a treaſure, a trea- 
ſure of the wiſeſt maxims, and moſt uſeful 
inſtructions, for forming the temper and man- 

ners; and theſe delivered with a ſimplicity of 
ſtyle truly beautiful and affecting. 

A book, containing things the moſt valuable, 
will be no entertainment to the man who has 


no nne with, nor taſte for that Oy | 
. 5 


* 


es 
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&: ſcience; neither will that treaſure of di. 
vine knowledge in the bible afford delight to 
the perſon who has no taſte for ſpiritual and 
refined contemplation: but when the ſoul, 

enlightened by, the Spitit of God, is formed 
into a heavenly divine temper ; then docs the 
chriſtian obſerve a beauty, a greatneſs in the 
ſentiment, and in the manner of exprefſion,. 
which the man who has no turn for the ſtu- 
dy of divine things, will not, and cannot dif- 
cern, A perſon who has found this treaſure 
of religious knowledge, may well fay of it 
in the words of the wife Solomon *, How 
much better is it to get wiſdom than gold ? and 
fo get underlandi ng, rather to be choſen than 
| filver? Or, in the words of the great apoſtle, 
of the Gentiles, when his eyes were opened 
to diſcern the worth of Jeſus, and the beau- 
ties of the chriſtian ſcheme, Yea doubthſs, and 
T count all things but loſs for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Chriſt Feſus my Lord; 
upon which words of the apoſtle, a moſt 
Juſt and beautiful paraphraſe, in a ſtyle both 
ſimple and nervous, is publiſhed by a truly 
great and good man, the late Principal Hamil- 
ton, in his excellent Sermon preached before 
this ſociety : a ſermon, diſcovering the ma- 
ſterly ſimplicity in which he peculiarly excel- 
led, and moſt 3 of a ſerious and d eee 
review !. 


2dh, 
Prov. xvi. 16. 7 
1 Anno 1732. —Phil, iii. 8. 
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: „ 
- 2dh, As every fincere chriſtian obtains the 


\ treaſure of a knowing mind; fo, thro' the religi- 


on of Jeſus, he acquires alſo, and comes to poſ- 
ſeſs, the ſtill richer and more precious treaſure 
of a good heart. By obeying the truth thro' the 
Spirit, by receiving the wiſdom which is from a- 
bove, which is pure, his ſoul is purified from 


_ theſe defilements and diſeaſes that debaſe and 


wound the heart: thro' the ſanctifying and 
enlivening influences of the Spirit of God, he 
becomes à partaier of the divine na ure, is cin- 

formed to the image of the Redeemer; and be- 


ing reſtored to a ſound and healthy ſtate of 


mind, his heart acquires a treaſure of the 
moſt amiable and precious endowments. The 
aces and virtues of the chriſtian life *, the 


Fruits of the ſvirit, love, joy, peace, long-ſuffer- 
ing, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meełneſs, temper- 


ance, theſe beautify and enrich the foul. Ha- 
ving this treaſure of a purified heart, of a good 
conſcience ; having this great feaſt within, he 


_ poſſeſſes riches independent of things without 


him ; riches truly valuable, which cannot be a- 
buſed to the hurt or perdition of the ſoul, 


laſting in their nature, and not to be dimini- 
ed or deftroyed by the precarious viciſſitudes 


of human life. + 4 good man ſball be ſatis- 
fied from himſelf, while the wicked rich man, 
who has not this pure internal feaſt f, in the 
fulneſs of his ſufficiency ſhall be in ſiraits. The 

; _— meaneſt 


* Gal. V. 22. 
# + Prov. xiv. 14. 5 
. 


[ 9. 1 
meaneſt peaſant, in his poor cottage, if a 
fincere chriſtian, if pious and good, has more re- 


al enjoyment than his wealthy Lord, if impious, 


cruel, and debauched, whoſe peeviſh unhap- 
py mind, all the externals of life cannot pleaſe 
and ſatisfy. Is the good heart a great ſolace? 
does this give high enjoyment 1n any condition 
of life ? does true chriſtianity produce this good- 
| neſs of heart? doubtleſs then the religion of 
Jeſus is a valuable treaſure to man. 
zaly, In the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, the be- 
lieving devout ſoul finds a treaſure, a treaſure 
which the poor ſinner ſtood greatly in need 
of, a treaſure which coſt the Redeemer dear, 
even his precious blood ; but which, the mer- 
ciful Jeſus freely beſtows upon all his ſincere 
followers *; For ſuch was the grace of our 
Lord Yeſus Chrift, that tho' he was rich, for 
_ their ſakes he became poor, that they thro' his po- 
verty might be made rich. Jeſus, their deareſt 
friend, by his death, has purchaſed, and in his 
goſpel aſſigns to his diſciples and ſervants, the 
richeſt legacy +. Peace (ſays he) 1 leave with 
you, my peace I give unto you. Thro that blood 
of ſprinkling, which ſpeaketh better things than 
that of Abel, the Ailtian, (once a poor con- 
demned criminal) having obtained pardon, 
Joys in God thro the Lord Teſus Chriſt, by whom . 
he has now received the atonement. The de- 
vout ſoul who breathes after greater degrees 
B of 
'® 2 Cor. viii. 9. | 
+ John xiv. 27. 


1 

of knowledge and purity, who is conſcious of 
his own weakneſs, and of the neceſſity of a 
divine aid, with joy finds a treaſure of light 
and ſtrength in Jeſus, in whom it has vleaſed 
the Father that all fulneſs fhould dwell; in whom 
are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and . know- 
ledge. The perſon, of a piouſly diſpoſed mind, 
Who in this world of fin and vanity, may have 
things i in his ſituation unpleaſant and afflicting, 


who in this ſtate of diſcipline may be exerciſed 


by trials fore and perplexing ; when his heart 
is in danger of being greatly troubled and a- 
fraid, by believing in God and in Chriſt, he 
ſeeks and finds eaſe to his ſoul : amidſt all the 
. cauſes of diſquietude and fear that encompaſs 
him, he finds refuge and ſupport in the divine 
Comforter, whoſe conſolations are neither few nor 
ſmall. Thro' the death and reſurrection of Je- 
ſus, the chriſtian is begotten again to the lively 
Hope of an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 
| - fadeth not away; of treafures ſubſtantial and 
everlaſtin g. where neither moth nor ruſt doth 
corrupt, and where thieves do not break thro 
nor ſteal. What a treaſure the knowledge and 
hope of a heaven to poor mortal man, whoſe 
lite here is fo tranſient and vain |! 


IT. I come now to the ſecond branch of the 
firſt head of diſcourſe; to illuſtrate and con- 
firm this important truth : That the chriſtian 
religion, ſo far from being prejudicial to the 
intereſts of a nation, Gore greatly contribute to 

| advance 


I TT 0 
advance the dignity, promote the felicity, in- 
creaſe the ſtrength, and eſtabliſh the ſafety of 
a kingdom. 

I. "Ckriiey contributes to advance the 
dignity, and promote the felicity of a kingdom, 
as this religion 1s friendly to learning, and to 
the advancement of human knowledge. 
The ſtudy of letters is an honour to a coun- 
try, gives a people a ſuperiority in point of e- 
ſteem ; on this account we juſtly think of the 
ancient ſeats of learning with regard : the dark 
places of the earth, theſe nations, where igno- 
rance, rudeneſs and barbarity, in taſte and man- 
ners take place, we think of with pity or con- 
tempt. The ſpirit of inquiry, the purſuit of 
learning and knowledge, gives a nation the 
preference, in point of delight, to that country 
where ſuch rational improvements are un- 
known. A noble ſource of pleaſure ariſes from 
theſe reſearches to the men of letters them- 
ſelves. Theſe employments of mind, if rightly 
directed, divert from things mean and low, 
from courſes evil and pernicious. In a know-- 
ing and civilized country, where arts and ſci- 
ences are cultivated, there muſt be a rich fund 
of rational, pleaſant and uſeful converſation ; 
which cannot be en'oyed amongſt the igno- 
rant and barbarous nations, whoſe minds lie 
uncultivated, and whoſe manner of living is 
little above that of the brute creation. It muſt. 
be more delightful to live with the wiſe and 


knowing, than with the rude and ſavage. 
Wiſdom 


Lo} 

Wiſdom and knowledge gives one country 
the advantage over another, in reſpect of pu- 
blic utility. How many wiſe and uſeful regu- 
lations, of high importance to ſociety, are ne- 
ver attended to, nor eſtabliſhed, amongſt the 
ruder nations? how many things inconveni- 
ent and diſagreeable in their manner of living, 
which they never think of amending, thro' an 
unhappy dulneſs and ſtupidity of mind? On the 
other hand, how many are the valuable im- 
provements and beneficial contrivances that are 
the offspring of thought, wiſdom, and inven- 
tion? how great the advantage of acute pene- 
tration, of ſolid wiſdom, and extenſive know- 
ledge, in forming and directing theſe meaſures 
and counſels, that ſerve to promote the benefit 
or aſcertain the ſafety of a kingdom? 

It might indeed be juſtly urged, as an ob- 
jection againſt a people's embracing the chri- 
ſtian faith, if this religion was an enemy to 
learning, if it diſcouraged free inquiry, if it 
had a tendency to fink and debaſe the mind, 

and to promote rudeneſs and barbarity of man- 
ners. It would not be favourable to the chri- 
ſtian cauſe, if there was an evident incompa- 
tibility betwixt the religion of Jeſus and hu- 
man learning, if both could nat take place and 
be cultivated in one and the ſame mind, if 
both could not live and flouriſh in one and 
the ſame country, That there is ſuch a jar- 
ring and diſcord betwixt chriſtianity and human 
learning, that theſe two interfere with, and 


hurt 
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hurt one another, is ſuggeſted by the late Lord 
Bolingbroke, in his book on the ſtudy of hi- 
ſtory, where he aſſerts, That the reſurrecti- 
ce on of letters was a fatal period to chriſtianity, 
« ＋ That the writers of the reformed. religion, 
© who have erected their batteries againſt tra- 
« dition, whilſt ſo employed, have jointly laid 
te their axes to the root of chriſtianity.” 
Very different were the ſentiments of the 
great Lord Verulam, who lived near the times 
of the reformation ! This noble Lord, who ex- 
celled in depth of penetration, in richneſs and 
fertility of invention, and in ſolidity of judg- 
ment, payed the way for that vaſt acquiſition 
of knowledge that afterwards took place in the 
learned world ; yet his maſterly genius did not 
diſcern that unhappy incompatibility and con- 
traſt ſuppoſed to be betwixt religion and learn- 
Ing. Their friendly harmony and union, this 
ingenious author ſets in a clear and juſt light, 
in his excellent treatiſe on the advancement of 
learning. It will be allowed that ſuperſtition, 
both in antient and modern times, has been an 
enemy to learning. Gregory the firſt of that 
name, biſhop of Rome, ſenfible of this, that 
learning and knowledge might hurt the cauſe 
of ſuperſtition, had formed and took ſome ſteps 
to accompliſh a deſign of obliterating and ex- 
tinguiſhing the memory of heathen antiquity 
and authors. The cauſe of Popery was WW, 


P. 182. 
I P. 180. 
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and could only be ſupported by implicite faith 
and ſubjection to the impoſitions of men. This 
eauſe did receive a wound by the revival of learn- 
ing: when mankind came to ſee with their 
own eyes, and to judge for themſelves, the 
arbitrary and ſevere yoke of popery was in ma- 
ny countries thrown off; and in ſome of theſe 
countries where it 1s ſtil] profeſſed, the rigor 
and ſeverity of the papal power is much a- 
bated. But tho' chriſtianity, adulterated and 
corrupted by the church of Rome, was beſt ſuit- 
ed to times of ignorance, and could not bear 
to be canvaſſed by our reformers ; 3 does it there- 
fore follow, that true and genuine chriſtianity 
cannot ſtand the teſt of free and impartial in- 
quiry, and flouriſh in times of knowledge? The 
writers of the ſacred hooks do not plead that 
this religion ſhould be received upon the foot- 
ing of implicit faith; they ſay nothing to diſ- 
courage the inquiſitive turn; but, on the con- 
trary, enjoin freedom of thought and the ſtrict- 
eſt inquiry. They knew that this religion 
could not ſuffer by being well known and 
underſtood, but that the more it was exa- 
mined, and the better it was known, its truth 
and excellency would appear in the ſtronger 
light. 
It muſt be acknowledged, that ſome men 
of letters, inſtead of favouring, have rather 
oppoſed revealed religion: but muſt the cauſe 
on this account be bad, and muſt it ſuffer in 
the opinion of all learned men ? Men of learn- 


me 


© 
ing have oppoſed Sir Iſaac Newton's philoſo- 
phy: muſt that ſcheme therefore be falſe, and 
fink into diſrepute? Has the oppoſition raiſed 
againſt our holy religion ſo much wounded 
chriſtianity, as to overthrow the foundation 
on which it ſtands ? Has not this religion with- 
ſtood the violence and fury of the moſt formi- 
dable batteries erected againſt it? and do not 
the arguments that have been uſed in its de- 
fence, more and more ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh 
the noble cauſe ? 1 
Learning may ſubſiſt and be cultivated with- 
out chriſtianity: but learning is not diſcouraged 
or hurt by chriſtianity. This religion excites 
to enquiry, inlightens and improves the reaſon- 
ing powers; has been the cauſe of promoting 
learning, and has put men on the ſtudy of 
hiſtory, chronology, and criticiſm. This re- 
ligion prevents the perverſion and abuſe of 
learning, and renders it more beneficial to man- 
kind. Such is the friendly harmony and agree- 
ment betwixt religion and learning, that they 
both unite in refining the tempers, in poliſh- 
ing and civilizing the manners of a people ; 
they conſpire together to promote the good of 
ſociety, they mutually countenance and ſerve 
one another, they may live together in the 
ſame mind, in the fame nation. 
Were not many of our reformers men of 
eminent learning? Did their learning make 
them think the worſe of chriſtianity ? -It made 
them think the worſe indeed of popery: but it 
| 8 . 
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enabled them with greater advantage to defend 
and explain the ſacred writings. In fact, thoſe 
who have done moſt for the advancement of 
learning, have alſo eſpouſed and done much 
to ſupport the chriſtian cauſe. The honour- 
able Mr. Boyle, that great promoter of learn- 
ing, amongſt many other ample proofs of his 
high and unfeigned regard for the religion of 
the bible, inſtituted public lectures for ex- 
pounding and confirming the principles of na- 
tural and revealed religion *. Sir Iſaac New- 
ton and Mr. Colin MacLaurin, two of the 
greateſt genius's ever any age produced, who, 
within our own and our fathers' memory ſhone 
with moſt diſtinguiſhed luſtre in the learned 
world, reckoned it no diſparagement of their 
parts and learning to declare their belief and 
eſteem of revealed religion: they both made a 
ſurpriſing progreſs in the field of philoſophy 
and human learning; but with theſe they con- 
joined the ſtudy of divine things, and employ- 
ed their learning in defence of religion +. 


Beſides, \ 


In this deſign, worthy of him, the ſucceſs has been an- 
ſſerable to his intentions; and ſurely, fuch a man, we muſt 
allow, was not an ornament to his own age and country 
only, but a public benefit to all times and nations. Mr. Mac- 
Laurin's account of Sir Iſaac Newton's philoſophical diſco- 
veries. i | 
I + Sir Iſaac Newton, in his philoſophical writings, gives 
us a view of his principles with reſpect to natural religion; 
and, in his obſervations on the prophecies of Daniel and the 


Revelation, exprefles his regard for the facred writings. | 


In 


t 1 
- Befides the intrinfic excellency of our holy 


religion, which recommends it to our eſteem, 


the evidence for the truth of chriſtianity much 
depends on the certainty of the facts adduced 
for its ſupport. It will be allowed, that theſe 
who are learned in the law (who, either as 
lawyers or judges, muſt often enquire into, 
and judge of the evidence of facts) are the 


ableſt judges of that kind of evidence; and 
that theſe judges who have been deſervedly e- 


| ſeemed on account of their knowledge of the 
law, have been ſatisfied with the evidence on 
which the chriſtian religion is built, will admit 
of no diſpute: this circumſtance then ſets in a 
very ſtrong light, the friendly correſpondence 


| betwixt religion and learning, opens up the 
tallacy of Lord Bolingbroke's aſſertion, and 


contributes much to leſſen the force of ob- 


.C 1 


In the account of the life and writings of Mr. Mac- 
Laurin, prefixed to his account of Sir Iſaac Newton's-philo- 
ſophical diſcoveries, one part of his character is, that he was 
moſt ſtrenuous in the defence of revealed religion. His 
thoughts on the Deity and an immortality, in the laſt chap- 
ter of his admirable work, on Sir Iſaac's diſcoveries, are tru- 
ly noble and ſublime. This great man died before he had 
niſhed that uſeful book. One paſſage of it ſuitable to the 
preſent purpoſe, I chuſe to tranſcribe, p. 382. The Deity's 
acting and interpoſing in the univerſe, ſhew that he go- 
% verns it as well as formed it; and the depth of his coun- 
% cils, even in conducting the material univerſe, of which 
&« a great part ſurpaſſes our knowledge, keep up an inward 
& veneration and awe of this great Being, and diſpofe us 
to receive what may be other ways revealed to us concen- 
ing him.” 1 5 a 
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5 
jections againſt religion, raiſed by men leſs expe- 
rienced, and of a more metaphyſical and abſtract- 
ed turn of mind. Numerous are the inſtances 
of chriſtian judges that might be adduced. 
The pious, able, and learned Sir Matthew 
Hale, and Sir Peter King, have both employed 
their pens in the defence of religion. The 
two eminent judges who laſt filled the firſt ſeat 
of the college of juſtice in this country with 
great dignity, diſcovered their firm belief of re- 
vealed religion. Theſe obſervations, which 
might be further purſued, ſerve to illuſtrate 
' the poſition laid down, that chriſtianity contri- 
butes to advance the dignity, and promote the 
felicity of a kingdom, as this religion is friend- 

to knowledge and human learning. 

2dly, Chriſtianity contributes to increaſe the 
power and ſtrength of a kingdom, as this reli- 
gion promotes induſtry and labour, and enjoins 
the buſy and uſeful life. Action, labour, and 
buſineſs, no doubt, give ſtrength and firmneſs 
to a people, increaſe their wealth, and extend 
their trade and commerce. The more active 
and laborious, the more healthy and robuſt are 
the people; the more uſeful works are done in 
a nation, the richer will they grow, and the 
better will they be fortified againſt injuries from 
without. Chriſtianity, which is friendly to 
learning, is alſo friendly to the active life. It 
does not follow, that when learning and uſe- 
ful knowledge are countenanced and purſued, 


that theſe arts which require toil and Jabour 
| with 


| * 
\ 
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with the hands, muſt be deſpiſed and neglect- 
ed. On the contrary, wiſdom and learning, 


agriculture, manufacture, and trade, often flou- 
riſh in the ſame nation ®, . | 
Our holy religion, which inſtructs in the 


moſt valuable wiſdom, and is friendly to know- 


ledge, at the ſame. time far from encouraging 


the idle and inactive life, contains a variety of 
wiſe maxims and inſtructions adapted to the 


encouragement and direction of the diligent 


and induſtrious. Induſtry, care, and applica- 


tion in the doing of uſeful works is warmly in- 


joined as a neceſſary part of practical religion: 


{loth and idleneſs are ſeverely condemned, as 
unworthy of a chriſtian. This 1s. the ten- 


dency and purport of many excellent maxims 
and precepts delivered in holy ſcripture, parti- 
cularly in the writings of the wiſe Solomon , 

- ; | and 
| * The times of univerſal ignorance, when very few 
could either read or write, were not times in which a- 


griculture and manufactures flouriſhed ; on the contrary, they 
were fierce and ſavage times, and times of the greateſt idle- 


neſs. Agriculture and manufactures, trade and commerce, 


have flouriſhed much more ſince reading and writing have 
been common ; and in the remote places of the Highlands 
and iſlands of Scotland, where few can either read or write, 
oy is ſtill a great backwardneſs to induſtry and profitable 
labour. | PE 5 
Ina ſermon preached by Mr. Wallace, before the ſociety 
for propagating chriſtian knowledge, anno 1746, there is an 
ingenuous and ſolid confutation of the pernicious principles 
of the author of the fable of the bees, who has pled the 
cauſe of ignorance with a great deal of art; and in his eſſay 
on charity-ſchools, has repreſented them as -uſeleſs, if not 
hurtful to ſociety. hy © 
+ Prov, vi. 6.— 22. 29. 31. 10. 
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50 great apoſtle Paul *, both, eminent for 
| learning as —_ as religion. I might here 
take notice of that wiſe appointment of our ho- 
ly religion, the inſtitution of the Sabbath ; 
which is ſuited to man as having a mind which 
may be inſtructed and improved, an immortal 
ſoul, whoſe valuable intereſis ought to be cared 
for; and, who is at the ſame time clothed _ 

with a body, that muſt be fed and ſupport- 
ed, in order to which the other days of the 
week muſt be employed in works of labour 
and induſtry. The excellent inſtitution of pu- 
blic teaching in the chriſtian church, if uictul- 
ly followed out and improved, ſerves not on- 
ly to promote the ſpiritual, but alſo the tem- 
poral intereſts of mankind. Further, the go- 
ſpel of Jeſus forms the kind and benevolent 
heart; and can the chriſtian, who has the friend- 
Iy heart, lead the indolent and uſeleſs life, do 
little or nothing for his fellow-creatures ? The 
more the chriſtian feels, the more will he act 


for others, the more will he exert himſelf in 


the active and uſeful ſervices of life. 

A contented and reſigned frame of ſpirit is 
moſt effectually taught by the religion of je- 
ſus ; and this ths great apoſtle Paul conſidered 

as a noble acquiſition ; but contentment and in- 

duſtry are very conſiſtent. It does not follow, 
that 6 chriſtianity injoins contentment, 
therefore 


V Eph.viis, 1 Theſſ. iv. 11. 2 Theſ. iii. 10, 
1 Tim, vr 8, KE. VVT 
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china it gives countenance to the idle life. 
The maxim of a late author (who ſays many 
things ſpecious but fallacious), ** Contentment, 
66 i as of induſtry,” does by no means 
hold true : ambition, diſcontent, and envy, are 
ſurely the bane of ſociety, and give a great 
diſturbance to mankind. Chriſtianity leads 
to contentment and compoſure of mind amidſt 
the viciſſitudes of human life, but does not 
make the contented perſon a more diſagreeable 
or uſeleſs member of ſociety. May not the 
chriſtian believe, ſubmit to, and truſt in divine 
Providence; and, at the ſame time, in a de- 
pendence on God, form, contrive and execute, 
ſchemes for the bettering of his worldly cir» 
cumſtances? Does not fretfulneſs and diſcon- 
tent break the ſpirit, and unfit for action? The 
more chearful and contented the mind, the 
more freedom in thought, the more pleaſure 
and activity in life, the more pious and de- 
vout the perſon, the more friendly and uſeful, 
The better he is inſtructed in chriſtian know 
ledge, the better will he underſtand, and the 
more faithfully practiſe in any ſtation and buſi- 
neſs, the duties of the chriſtian life. 
Agreeably to theſe principles, the ſociety 
for propagating chriſtian knowledge, by two 
royal letters patent in their favours, are im- 


powered, and make it their buſineſs, both to 


promote chriſtian knowledge, religion, and 
piety; and alſo labour and induſtry, and uſeful 


manufactures. At the ſame time that the in- 
ſtructing 


1 22 1 
ſtructing the young and tender mind in reli- 
gious knowledge, and laying a foundation for 
training up ſouls to a meetneſs for a glorious 
and immortal life, are the great ends in view: 
ſuch an education is alſo given, as may make 
their living in this world more comfortable, 
may form them by habits of induſtry and la- 
bour for the active life, and render them uſe- 
ful members of ſociety. The happy effects ari- 
ſing from young ones being early inured to, and 
taught to labour and work with their hands, 
you have now in your view, in the cloath- 
ing of theſe children belonging to the orphan- 
hoſpital and charity work-houlſe of this city. 
And here, Gentlemen of the ſociety ! allow 
me to embrace, and I do it with pleaſure, the 
opportunity, now in providence afforded, of ex- 
preſſing my own juſt gratitude, and that of the 
inhabitants of the place where I have the ho- 
' Nour to ſerve in the ſacred office, for your fa- 
vourable encouragement of our charity work- 
Houſe at Dalkeith, by putting the ſchoolmaſter 
there employed upon your eſtabliſhment “. - 


This houſe opened in October 1750, continues to 
proſper, thro' the good hand of God, in preſerving amongſt 
the inhabitants of Dalkeith, of every denomination, an a- 

ble harmony, in chearfully contributing their charity 
and aſſiſtance for the ſupport of this good deſign ; which 
hath met with great countenance from the noble family of 
Buccleugh, and happily obtained the favour and protection 
of the Reverend and Honourable ſociety for propagating chri- 
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za, True chriſtianity, as it makes a. people 
virtuous and good, muſt greatly contribute to 
Pons and ſtrengthen a kingdom : for, the 


onour and credit, the intereſt and ſtrength, 


the continuance and ftanding of a kingdom, is 


connected with the purity and goodneſs of their 
manners. Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation. | 
Knowledge and learning, labour and indu- 


ſtry, are ornaments, are ſupports, to a kingdom 
but theſe alone will not enſure its ſtability, and 


preſerve a people from decay and ruin : theſe 


ſupports themſelves will fail, when once a ge- 


neral depravity and corruption of manners takes 


place. A polite, a learned and induſtrious peo- 


ple, by loſing virtue, loſe all. In proportion 


as a people becomes vitious, looſe and diſſolute, 


in their manners, they ſink as a nation; they 


loſe in point of eſteem, they loſe as to ſtrength: 


of mind and ſtrength of body: the wiſdom 
and force of the nation failing, they muſt be- 


come weaker, and an eaſier prey to a foreign 
foe. 85 ä , 


How abſurd therefore, and ill founded, is 


another pernicious maxim of the author laſt 
mentioned, that © private vice is public bene- 


« fit *; that vice and luxury are beneficial to 


e ſociety”! The luxury of ſome may indeed 


afford more buſineſs and means of ſubſiſtance 
to others; it may fupport ſome branches of ma- 


nufacture at home, and of foreign trade: but 
do luxury and vice promote the ſtrength and 


fafety 
Fable of the bees, 
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fafety of a kingdom ? Muſt not * and 


corruption in manners enervate and ſtupify the 
minds of thoſe in high life, who ought to act 
as the wiſdom of the nation, and unfit them 


for thoſe wiſe counſels and deliberations con- 


cerning national affairs and intereſts, that are 
neceſſary for the public ſafety? Muſt not de- 
bauchery and intemperance in low life weaken 
and debilitate the bodies of the people, and in- 
capacitate them for ſuch laborious ſervices as 
the ſtate may require? 

Where there is a real belief and warmth of 
bein in matters religious, a ſtronger ſpirit of 
reſolution and fortitude may be expected to ex- 


ert itſelf in times of danger, in the defence of 


religion, liberty, and laws, than when the 
hearts and manners of the people are greatly 
debauched, when weakneſs or want of prin- 
ciple, indifference and lukewarmneſs 25 to reli- 

ion and civil government, are the ing 
characteriſticks of a nation. Can that ſociety 


ſubſiſt where there is no ſenſe of Deity, no re- 
gard to conſcience, where oaths are conſidered 


as of no force, where the laws of chaſtity are 
openly broken, where fraud and violence pre- 
vail? Muſt not that people, as a nation, be 
in a fick and dying way, whoſe manners are 
thus depraved and corrupted, tho' wealth and 
commerce may not have gone from them? Here 
lies the danger of a nation's ſucceeding, by wiſe- 
ly laid, and well executed ſchemes, for in- 


riching and aggrandizing themſelves, and ex- 
_ tending 
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tending their trade and commerce, becoming 


rich and opulent, and having the tools of vice, 


they become at the ſame time luxurious and vi- 
tious; their proſperity deſtroys them , or, by 


their abuſe of proſperity, they deſtroy an, 
ſelves. 


The chriſtian religion, if embraced 401 pra- 


Aliſed, would effectually provide againſt this 


danger, and prevent the ruin of a knowing, 
laborious, and wealthy people. For, has any 
religion afforded ſo juſt and correct a ſyſtem of 
morals, and this enforced by perſuaſives, the 


moſt pure and noble? has any religion provi- 


ded ſuch excellent helps to make men good, 


or ſuch an effectual cure for the corruptions of 


mankind? while the abſurd, the ludicrous; the 
obſcene and cruel rites of paganiſm had a ten- 


dency to ſpoil and vitiate the minds of the 


poor infatuated idolaters. It muſt be allowed, 
(but with the deepeſt regrete, that there ſhould 


be ground for the conceſſion) that, even where 
chriſtianity has been profeſled and eſtabliſhed, 


impieties and immoralities have greatly abound- 


ed. That a ſcandalous ſpirit of impiety and 


corruption of manners has broke looſe in Britain, 


is too well known to be denied. Chriſtianity 
is the eſtabliſhed religion of the country: but 
are all they chriſtians Who are baptized into 
the name of Chriſt, and profeſs his religion? 


No, alas! this does not hold. Were the ſub- 


jects of this, or of any kingdom, truly chriſtian ; 
D did 
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did An believe, did they read, ſtudy and 
practiſe, the religion of Jeſus; would — not 
be a virtuous, moral, and happy people? For the 
fruit of the ſpirit of Chrift is in all righteouſneſs, 
goodneſs, and truth *, Were we chriſtians in life 
and manners, our ſucceſs in trade, our growing 
opulence, would not endanger our ſafety as 
a nation: but we ſhould have that ſtrength 
which ariſes from agriculture, manufacture and 
commerce; and a ſtrength more noble and firm, 
ſuperadded to it, ariſing from chaſtity, tempe- | 
rance, goodneſs, fidelity and purity in our man- 
ners. Was this our diſtinguiſhing national cha- 
racter ; what dread and terror. would it not 
ſtrike into the minds of ſuch as may be ill- 
affected towards us; how would it ſtrengthen _ 
our credit. with our friends and confederates 3 ; 
how raiſe and exalt us in their eſteem ! 
4thly, The happineſs and ſafety of a  king- 
dom much depends on the nature of the civil 
government that is eftabliſhed, upon the wiſ- 
dom, juſtice and goodneſs, of the laws by which 
the people are governed, and on the juſt and 
faithful execution of theſe laws. The chriſti- 
an religion, in theſe reſpects, is favourable to a 
kingdom: it does not indeed preſcribe any par- 
ticular form of a civil conſtitution, nor in whoſe 
hands the ſupreme power ought to be lodged ; 
neither doth it contain a particular ſyſtem of 
civil and political laws : but it affords the juſteſt 
| * of morals; and, by the ſtrongeſt motives, 


inforces 7 
8 + Eph, \ 9. 


. 


inforces that univerſal righteouſneſs 68 good- | 


neſs, which is neceflary to influence the ma- 
king of righteous and good laws, and alfo the 
faithful execution of them. The account of 
the political government of the Jewiſh com- 


monwealth given in holy ſcripture, may alſo 


be inſtructing to the legiſlator and judge “. 
The wiſdom, fitneſs, and excellency of a va- 
riety of orders and laws in that conſtitution, is 
to good purpoſe explained, by. the ingenious 
Mr. Harringtoun, in his book intituled Oceana. 

A people, inſtead of having any reaſon to 
apprehend danger from ſuch lawgivers and 
judges as believe revealed religion, may, on 
the contrary, expect to find their account in 
this circumſtance ; and that their valuable in- 
tereſts, both public and private, will be ſafe in 


ſuch hands. Can it be any diſadvantage to the 


lawgiver, or muſt it needs unfit him for the 
exerciſe of his important truſt, that he is in- 


fluenced by the pure principles of the goſpel, 


that he is actuated by a ſupreme love to God 
and to the Redeemer, and by that fervent love 
to mankind, which is moſt eminently the ſpi- 
rit of chriſtianity ? May not more be expected, 


in point of faithfulneſs and integrity in the 
diſcharge of his office, from that judge who | 


fears 


. * The acuteneſs, judgment, and learning of a great 


lawyer is diſplayed in the explication he gives, and the uſe 


he makes, of the Moſaic law, with regard to the queſtion 
of man: ſlaughter, in the printed information for James Car- 
negie of Pinhaven, — Anno 1728. 
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fears God, and who has learned ebene 
in the ſchool of our divine Maſter, than from a 
judge of the oppoſite character? Did chriſtianity | 
then influence the forming of councils and judg- 
ments in a kingdom; righ:eouſnefs would run thro 
the land as a flream, and judgment as a migi ty rie. 
be throne, the government, 7s eltabliſhed Ly 
rigbtecuſneſs, and allo by mercy. Wholſome and 
good laws, the preſervation and due execution 
of: them, give health and vigour to a conſtitu- 
tion. Civil liberty, being enjoyed in a conſiſt- 
ency with good order, roules and ſupports i in the 
people that noble ſpirit, which, in times of pu- 
blic danger, exerts itſelf for the defence <P 
fafety of a kingdom, Now chriſtianity, which 
preſcribes the duty, and ſecures the obedience 
of the ſubject, lays no foundation for arbitrary 
and oppreſſive meaſures in the governor ; gives 
no countenance to the enacting of unjuſt and 
rigorous laws : but muſt influence an admini- 
ſtiration that is mild and gentle and friendly to 
the intereſts of mankind. In the goſpel of 
Chriſt, we are taught, that civil governors are 
ordained of God, not to be a ferror to good 
wor les, but to the evil, and to be the miniſters of 
Cod to a people for good *. Popery, but not 
chriſtianity, is friendly to arbitrary power. Up- 
on the reformation from popery, how did a 
? ſpirit of civil liberty revive in Europe? So cloſe- 
_ly is the cauſe of liberty, and the religion of pro- 
| foltants. the true e religions? connected! 


44 


1 Rom. Xili, 1, * 
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theſe evils that are the conſequences of pope- 
, of ignorance, and ſervility of mind; to in- 
ſtruct them in juſt principles as to religion and 


* 

| 1 

999 1 

Io deliver our countrymen, in the more re- F 
mote and barbarous parts of this iſland, from 1 
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civil liberty; to poliſh and civilize their temper Yi, 

| and manners; to promote induſtry and uſet ul la- Fi 
5 bour amongſt them; are the wiſe and good ends 4 
| which the ſociety for propagating chriſtian know- 4 


ledge have had in view, and ſteadily purſued. 
How great ſatisfaction mult it then afford them, 
that the Britiſh legiſlature has wiſely contributed 
to promote the ſame valuable and uſeful purpo- 
ſes, in two laws relating to Scotland, enacted ſince 
the late unnatural rebellian! * The wiſdom of 
the nation conſpiring with the ſociety, in the 
fame deſign, does thereby facilitate the noble, 
. generous, and important undertaking, of reform- 
ing the minds and manners of a people, who, 
thro' a neglected education, thro wrong prin- 
ciples, and an unhappy policy in that part of 
the kingdom, have been led on, once and a- 
gain, and particularly within theſe few years, to 
diſturb the peace and tranquillity of Britain. 
thy, Chriſtianity is the ſtability of a king- 
dom; a nation by being chriſtian, is in the 
ſafeſt ſituation, as being in this caſe intitled to, 
and intereſted in the peculiar favour and pro- 
tection of Almighty God. All the kingdoms 
and potentates of the earth are ſubject to the 
5 =» uncon- 


* J uriſdiction act, and that relating to the forfeited <eſtatey, 


. — - vowags n path nt 


1 30 J 
ancontroulable power and dominion of the moſt 


'High, the Lord of Hoſts; who doth accordin 


to his will, as in the army of heaven, ſo alſo 


among the inhabitants of the earth. The wiſe and 
righteous Governor of the whole earth ſhows 


his favour to nations, or teſtifies his diſpleaſure 
againſt them, conſidered in that capacity, by the 


diſpenſations of his providence in this world. 
A what inſtant he ſpeaks concerning a nation 
. and a kingdom that is pious and virtuous, and 


obeys his voice, he builds and plants it: af 
what inſtant he ſpeaks concerning a nation and a 
kingdom, that is impious, wicked, and diſobe- 


Gal, he plucks up, pulls down, and deſtroys it &. 


He who rules in the kingdoms of men, and gives 
them to whomſoever be will, may, for wiſe and 
good ends, employ one wicked nation as the 
rod of his anger againſt another wicked 

ple; and when he has, by them, ſerved the pur- 
poſes of his providence, he will alſo throw the 


rod into the fire. 


How many ancient Ling float have there 
been, once great and flouriſhing, who, as they 
increaſed, finned againſt God ; therefore they 
are no more. He changeth their glory into ſhame ; 
as the veſſels of a potter, he broke them in ſhi- 
vers . How many ancient churches, once 
eminently diſtinguiſhed by the light of chriſti- 


an knowledge that ſhone in the midſt of them, 
and N in purity of worſhip and manners, 


upon 
0 Jer. xviii. 7. 
+ Hol. iv. 7. Rev. ii. 2. 


tw 


upon becoming corrupt and degenerate, have 
had their candleſtic removed out of its place l x 
The people of the Jews are a remarkable, and, 


to this day, a viſible inſtance of the power of 
Jehovah, and of his wiſe and righteous admi- 
niſtration. When they feared the Lord, and 
were an obedient people, then were they high- 


ly favoured as a nation: when they ſinned a- 
gainſt the Lord, became wicked and rebellious, 
then were they puniſhed with the ſevereſt 


ſtrokes of his juſt diſpleaſure; and at length, 
having filled up the meaſure of their iniqui- 
ty, they were deprived of all national power 


and intereſt, and utterly deſtroyed as a king- 


dom. Theſe things happened to them for enſamples, 

and they are written for our admonition . 
Were we a religious and virtuous people, 

did true chriſtianity revive and prevail, we 


might expect to flouriſh and to be exalted in 


the divine favour : but the farther we depart 


from God and from religion, the greater is 


our danger of being as a nation caſt off by 


him for ever. When the great King over all the 


earth is diſpleaſed with a people, when he de- 
clares againſt them, and determines their over- 
throw ; all the wiſdom, art, and power of men 
cannot ſave that kingdom. Without religion 


and virtue and the fear of the Lord, the fineſt 


ſchemes of policy for enriching and aggrandi- 
EN . ++: 0} 


* Rev. ii. LY 
+ 1 Cor. x. II. 
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zing a nation, for beaatifying and Rirengtheris. | 
ing their cities, for increaſing their power an 

extending their intereſt, will not avail them 7 
Except the Lord build the houſe,” they labour in 
vain. that build it; except the Lord 27 the ci. 
. the watchmen watch but in vain „„ 


II. 1 proceed nov in Pugh FRY une to 
inquire whence it comes, that altho', upon the 
grounds Which have been condeſcended on, it 
may be concluded, that every perſon and every 
kingdom muſt gain by being chriſtian; that 
chriſtianity is a treaſure to individuals, and the 
ſtability of a kingdom; to inquire, I ſay, why 
true chriſtianity does not more prevail, or what 


are the obſtacles and impediments in the way 


"— rogreſs of chriſtian knowledge. 
, The great obſtacle is, the depravity of 
_ nature, the corrupt and evil paſſions 
and inclinations that lodge in the minds of men: 
theſe ſtand in direct oppoſition to the chriſtian 
ſcheme; the tendency of which is to controul 
aud Torre them. To ſuch as are enſlaved by 
theſe, genuine chriſtianity ſeems too pure, the 
morality of it too chaſte, ſtrict and ſevere. Pope- 
ry, with its doctrine of indulgences, they don't 
much diſlike: but genuine chriſtianity giving 
no ſuch ſinful indulgences, they ſeek to find 
it falſe ; for, if they believed it to be true, 
their daily licentious practices muſt greatly pain 
them. When ſuch men pretend want of evi- 
dence, 


* Palm exxvii. 1. 


* 


Vn 
dence, and that the arguments adduced in ſups 
port of chriſtianity are weak and unſatisfying 3 
corruption of heart is the true caule at the bot- 
tom, of their rejecting revealed religion. Ma- 
ny will not take time to examine the matter 
themſelves ; but ſuch ſarcaſms and witty pieces 
of ridicule as are thrown out by others againſt 
religion, or any thing in the ſacred writings, 
they greedily liſten to, and retail, When men 
of this character hear grave and religious in- 
ſtructions, they endeavour ſoon to forget them, 
and will oſten indulge ſome impious piece of 
wit, to blunt the edge of what may have given 
a little ſmart to their conſciences. This cauſe 
of oppoſition to the goſpel of Jeſus is aſſigned 
by the author of our holy religion: And Ibis, 
fave he, is the condemnation, that light is come 


into the world, and men loved darkneſs rather than 


hight, becauſe their deeds wore evil x. 

2dly, Ignorance and inattention of mind hin- 
der great numbers from believing and regard- 

ing the chriſtian religion. Valuable diſcove- 
ries in knowledge, wiſe and uſeful contrivan- 
ces, have often been deſpiſed by men, which, 
had they been attended to and examined by 
the ſame perſons, had they been known and 
underſtood, would have been approved of and 
highly valued. In the primitive times, when 
chriſtianity made ſo ſurprifing a progteſs, it may 
well be ſuppoſed, that there were many who 
ſtill continued in the profeſſion of the pagan 

| : E | | religion, 
John iii 19. | 


* * © # , 


[34] 
religion, the religion of their country, and did 
not embrace the chriſtian faith, becauſe they 
had never enquired into the nature, truth, and 
excellency of our holy religion; did not conſi- 
der the chriſtian ſcheme as worthy of their at- 
tention, which had they examined and un- 
derſtood, they would have received and e- 
ſteemed it. 

We learn, with ſurpriſe, fe Pliny 8 letters 
to the Emperor Trajan, that even this per- 
ſon of a ſtudious turn, and governor of a pro- 
vince in which many chriſtians lived, did not 
know what were the opinions and the religious 
principles of the people called chriſtians. Tho 
he ſays ſtrong things in their favour, as a vir- 
tuous and moral people, yet he calls their re- 
ligion an abſurd and contagious ſuperſtition.— 
He ſpeaks with contempt of their principles, 
as what he had not conſidered and did not un- 
eras, and would not make the ſubject of 
Inquiry ®, This negle& and indifference of 
temper in the Roman governor, was, no doubt, 
culpable; a curioſity and diſpoſition to inquire 
in this caſe, had been laudable. 

But much more criminal and dangerous 
is an averſion to think of religion, and an 
indifference as to ſpiritual concerns, in thoſe 
perſons who are baptized into the name of 
Chriſt, who profeſs chriſtianity, but who know 
little or erg. of the nature of this religion. 

5 


* Book x. 1 97. written 40 years after the death of 
the apoſtle Paul, 


* 1 
In high life, and in eaſier circumſtances, num- 
bers of a thoughtleſs temper, and indulging to 
gaiety and levity of mind, avoid what they ap- 
prehend would give them the pain. of ſerious 
thinking; they do not apply to the ſtudy of 
divine things, they know not their worth and 
importance, and therefore cannot believe and 
regard them: in low life, multitudes, thro' a 
ſtupidity of mind growing upon them, by means 
of a neglected education, have no deſire after 
knowledge, nor concern about” their precious 
fouls ; they live and die in the moſt lamentable 
ſtate of ignorance and unbelief. Thro' multi- 
plicity of civil buſineſs, or an immoderate at- 
tachment to a preſent life, many have no taſte, 
and allow themſelves no leiſure for religious in- 
quiries: in other affairs they are abundantly 
knowing, while in matters of religion they be- 
tray groſs ignorance : their minds are void of 
divine knowledge, of divine faith. In all theſe 
inſtances, the impediment in the way of chri- 
ſtian knowledge and belief, is negligence and 
indifference of temper, an averſion to inquire, 
ignorance of the nature, of the value, truth, 
and excellency of chriſtianity ; ſuch perſons are 
deſtroyed thro fuck of knowledge *. ö 
Za, Contempt of chriſtianity, and unbelief 
of the principles of revealed religion, is fre- 
quently owing to men's enquiring in a wrong 
manner; their indulging too much a turn for 
ironical doubting; their leaning too much to 


the 


t 


the fide. of fopticiſtn, and 8 an impro- 

r evidence, ſuch evidence, as the nature of 
the thing will not allow of. To avoid the ex- 
treme of credulity, they run into another ex- 
treme, as unreaſonable; of diſbelieying every 
thing ö. It was indeed to be apprehended, up- 
on 3 revival of learning and knowledge, that 
men Raving got free of the bondage of impli- 
cit faith, would be in danger of conſidering be- 
lief of any principles, as an incroachment on 
the liberty they had obtained; and as bringing 

the mind back again under ſome kind of ſervi- 
tude. Vanity and pride might alſo mix in a lit- 
tle here, and make them fondly imagine, that 
they only had carried freedom of thought to a 
juit length, when they would affirm — 
— ever doubt and inquire. This evil and in- 
convenience did ariſe, thro' the abuſe of the 
great bleſſing of liberty. 

This turn for inquiring, in directed, = 
produced many an unfair 1 Inquirer, and ſo | 
yed a bar in the way of men's pra tj the Sit 
ſtian faith: but this ſame turn inquire, 
when wiſely conducted, when er into im- 
1 deliberate, and mature thinking, has 


N 


be Sceptics went into the oppoſite extreme; and be- 
came fo fond of darkneſs, that they would not {ee the light 
tho never fo clear: and ſome of them choſe rather to doubt 
that they doubted, than to acknowledge any thing. 
Mr. MacLaurin's account of Sir Iſaac Newton's philoſo- 
phy, p. 94. His obſervation with reſpect to philoſophy, may 
ca es : 5 C 7 


= „ 
fully ſatisfied . of the truth of divine re- 
velation, as eſtabliſhed on the moſt rational and 
convincing evidence ; and, thro' the good hand 
of God, has been a mean of raiſing up many 
able and learned adyocates in the cauſe of di- 
vine revelation, who have given us the juſteſt 
view, both of the truth and excellency of our 
holy religion“ . Theſe have found in their 
delightful experience, that he belief of the truth 
as it is in Jeſus, brings no ſervitude on the 
mind, does not debaſe and enſlave, but inſpires 
and enlivens the ſoul with a noble and gene- 
rous freedom.——PFor ſuch as learn of Chriſt, know 
the truth, and the truth makes them free . 
4. A fourth conſiderable obſtacle in the way 
of the progreſs of chriſtian knowledge, is, that 
this pure and noble ſcheme of religion, has 
been wretchedly tortured and diſguiſed, and vi- 
tiouſly corrupted by weak or deſigning men. 
The apoſtles and ſervants of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in the early times of the goſpel, preach- 
ed the doctrine of the Bible, the chriſtian re- 
ligion, pure and unmixed with the inventions 
and corruptions of men. When chriſtianity 
came to be eſtabliſhed, as the public or na- 
tional religion of countries ; when thoſe 1n the 
facred office had got into the. poſſeſſion of 
power and wealth ; the W ſcheme 1 in view 
with 


* 1 Bacon obſerves, that a ſuperficial taſte of philoſo- 
phy, may, perchance, incline the mind to atheiſm; but a 
ful draught thereof brings 1 it back to religion, 
+ ſal viii. 32. ? | 


E 


With many, was the further inriching and ag- 
grandizing of their own order. They attempt- 
ed and gradually accompliſhed the forming 
chriſtianity into a mould, favourable to their 


covetous and ambitious deſigns. The external 


pomp and grandeur, the ſuperſtitions of the 
popiſh faith, the artful contrivance of that po- 
litical engine, calculated to keep the people in 


Ignorance and in great dependence: this form 


of religion promiſed fair to feed the pride, and 
| Increaſe the power and wealth of ſelf-ſeeking 
men; by them a religion, under the name of 
chriſtian, but very unlike the religion of Je- 
ſas, was impoſed upon mankind, who gradual- 
ly ſunk more and more into groſs ignorance 
and ſuperſtition. 
Often has the chriſtian cauſe been wounded 


thro' the ſides of popery, and made the ſub- 
ject of ſatyr and raillery by ſuch as did not, or 


would not make the juſt diſtinction betwixt 


pure, and adulterated chriſtianity ! The dark 
and unintelligible ſyſtems of the ſchoolmen, 
the myſtical miſrepreſentations of religion, 
by ſome weak, but otherways well-meaning 


men, have alſo hurt the chriſtian cauſe, have 


ſerved to confirm thoſe who impugn divine 
revelation in their oppoſition to it, and to 
ſtrengthen their hands.—Theſe corruptions in- 
troduced into the chriſtian ſcheme, have led 
numbers to conceive prejudices againſt our ho- 
ly religion; —but their prejudices might, and 
would be gyercome, Foun: they be perſuaded 


[ 0 J 


to ſeek for the religion of Jeſus, from himſelf, 
and not from the writings of weak or cor- 

rupt men. ; 
thy, The unchriſtian temper and behaviour 
of many who profeſs the chriſtian religion, in 
their manner of defending the particular tenets 
by which they diſtinguiſh themſelves from o- 
thers, has, inſtead of ſerving, been very preju- 
dicial to the. intereſts of revealed religion. It 
is not to be expected, neither is it neceſſary, 
that chriſtians ſhould be all united in their ſen- 
timents about every thing in religion: they 
have differed, they will differ, and muſt be al- 
lowed to differ in opinion, and yet may and 
ought to preſerve the chriſtian temper of 
charity. It is not, for the moſt part, differ- 
ences in their way of thinking, but their way 
of managing theſe differences, and their ill u- 
ſage of one another, that hurts the chriſtian 
cauſe. The indulging a ſpirit of controverſy 
with an unbecoming heat, about leſſer matters, 
has a tendency to eat out the ſpirit of vital 
chriſtianity, to ſpoil and imbitter the tempers 
of thoſe who thus contend, and muſt be a great 
hinderance to their own improvements in reli- 
gion: yet, often the perſons contending do not 
differ, if they underſtood one another; their 
diſputes are mere logomachys, and yet in theſe 
the contention is hotteſt ®, The employing 
2 85 more 


1 enim nequit, quantum hoc facere poſſit ad pro- 
fectus uberiores, tum in vera ſapientia, tum in ſolida pietate, 


[4] 


more thought, and exerting more neal, in the 
ſupport of a party, and in the defence of ſome 
favourite peculiarity, than in the ſupport, and 
for the defence of chriſtianity, muſt have the 
melancholy effect of deſtroying the great badge 
of our religion, brotherly love, and of divert- 
ing the thoughts of chriſtians, otherways well 
diſpoſed, from the great and ſubſtantial things 
in the chriſtian ſcheme *. The chriſtian * 
— 5 have been forwarded by ſome of theſe 
who have conſumed much thought and preci- 
ous time in controverſial writing, about matters 
of ſmall conſequence or doubtful diſputation, had 
their time and their pens been more uſefully 
employed. This carnality of contention, in 
religious matters, has alſo afforded an handle to 
the witty and profane, to ſet religion, as much 
as they can, in a ludicrous light, and thereby 
to create and rivet prejudices in the minds of 

men againſt chriſtianity. 
6thly, 


fi omnes quotquot literas tractant, five bros ie le- 
gunt, five ſcribunt ipſi, ſive diſputant, five diſputantes au- 
diunt, identidem recordentur, quot ſint in omnibus artibus, 
ſcientiis ac diſciplinis, logomachiæ, quam paucæ diſputa- 
tiones quibus non aliqua verborum pugna fit admixta, quam 
noxius eccleſiæ, reique literariæ, fit hic diſputatorum mor- 
bus; fi conſiderent quænam illi paranda remedia tum Sn 
FeuTixn% Kum TEOQUARKT ING, — Vid. Werenfelſti Præfat. ad | 
differt. de Logomachiis. 

* See a valuable piece on this ſubject ; The 3 
of religious contention, — by the learned and pious Mr. Howe; 
and, by the ſame author, a ſermon concerning union among 
proteſtants. In theſe pieces, with a peculiar warmth, bremihes 
the chriſtian heart. 


Guby, Another great impediment to the pro- 
| greſs of the chriſtian faith, is the bad lives and 
immoral conduct of many who profeſs our holy _ 
religion. The diſſolute and unworthy practices, 
of which many who bear the chriſtian name 
have been guilty; the great miſchief that has 
been done in the world upon pretended religi- 
| ous accounts; have been unjuſtly imputed to 
chriſtianity itſelf. Some would juſtify their 
oppoſition to, and contempt of revealed reli- 
pion, bud this pretext, that it does no good, 
ut on the contraty, has done much hurt; and 
therefore they alledge, that no countenance 
ought to be given to a religious inſtitution of 
this nature. As the wickedneſs of the prieſts, 
Eli's ſons, their vile proſtitution of their of- 
fice, made men to abhor the offering of the Lord; 
and as, by reaſon of the falſe teachers who 
did ariſe in the chriſtian church, te way of 
truth has been often evi ſpoken ; in like man- 
ner, the wickedneſs committed under the chri- 
ſtian name, the frauds and cruelties it has been 
made the occaſion of, have been improved by 
ſome, to ſet the chriſtian faith in a difagreeable 
light. The application is moſt unjuſt : did ſuch 
. perſons look into chriſtianity itſelf, they would 
„ | {es 


 _ ® Chriſtianity has been vindicated againſt the force of 
this objection, as an excellent and uſeful inſtitution, with 
great perſpicuity and ftrefgth of argument, in a ſermon, 

preached by Mr. George Wiſhart, before the ſociety for 


propagating chriſtiati knowledge, anno 1742. 
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Tet 
ſee that it lays no foundation for theſe abnſes 
and pernicious purpoſes to which it has been 
perverted. For the grace of God that bringeth 


alvation, teacheth us, that, denying ungodlineſs and 
worldly lufts, we ſhould live . righteou ly, ond 


godly in this preſent world *. 


 7thly, The laſt impediment I ſhall mention, 
in the way of religion's gaining ground, and 
the chriſtian faith's being embraced and regard- 
ed, and which takes place remarkably in this 
degenerate age, 1s a principle of falſe ſhame. 
The principle of ſhame, when juſt and well 
directed, is of great uſe ; it reſtrains from things 
vile and unworthy : but, when it is wrong 
placed, when men are afhamed of that 


wherein they ought to glory, the conſequen- 


ces of it are moſt unhappy. In an age where 
the taſte and manners of men are exceeding- 
ly depraved, religion falls into diſrepute ; the 
pious and good are deſpiſed, are conſidered 
as weak and contemptible creatures, and are 
8 25 by ſuch as affect to be thought know- 

and polite: in ſuch times men will ex- 
ect to ſhine by diſcovering a profane turn, and 


boldly expoſing to ridicule what is ſacred. Such 


times may be: an unhappy and contemptible ge- 
neration that muſt ſurely be! yet, to ſuch a 
ſhocking height of impicty, an age may go 
In times to which this black character may 
be applied, or in times faſt ee to it, 


FO Ge Aa 
Tit. ii. 11. | 


1 1 


2 falſe modeſty and complaiſance will be 
hurtful to religion: this will often put re- 
ligious perſons to the bluſh; they care not to 
diſtinguiſh themſelves, and to be the butts of 
raillery. They chuſe to be ſilent, and to con- 
ceal their religion when they ought to declare 
it: they cannot ſtand impudent and daring ridi- 
cule ; they either ſay nothing in defence of reli- 
gion, or it is well if, in order to pleaſe, they don't 
yield too much : thereby they harden the un- 
believer in his impiety, and either are already, 


or will ſoon become lax and indifferent in their 


own principles. Falſe ſhame not only makes the 
faith of the believer cold and languid, and re- 
tards his progreſs i in piety, but is likewiſe an im- 
pediment in the way of numbers being chriſtian, 
and living religiouſly, who neither have preju- 
dices againſt the truth of chriſtianity, nor any 
rooted averſion to religion, but are deſtitute of 
the ſpirit and reſolution that is requiſite to ſtand 


out againſt the ſtream of profane n and 


W infidelity. 


III. I come now to the laſt 8 in the 
method; which is to ſhow how theſe impedi- 
: ments, in the way of chriſtian knowledge, may, 
in a great meaſure, be removed: how the force 
of theſe obſtacles may be very much broken, 
ſo as the religion of Jeſus may be further and 
more effectually propagated. 
I, If the evidence of the truth of our ho- 
ly DR is | and convincing, . if chriſtia- 
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2 nity contains doctrines that are truly noble, 


uſeful, and intereſting; if the ſcheme is valu- 


able, and, when diſcovered and underſtood, 


muſt gain on the mind, muſt be received with 

approbation and eſteem ; it muſt ſurely be of 
the higheſt importance, that it be repreſented 
to the view of the world in its pure and native 


form, that its evidence be ſupported with un- 
deniable candor, that its principles be tanght 


and explained with great plainneſs and perſpi- 
cuity; that no greater ſtreſs be laid on any par- 


ticular arguments than they will bear; that the 


ſcheme be not diſguiſed nor _ reſented, but 
kept free from theſe corruptions that make reli- 


Sion appcar deformed and diſtaſteful; in fine, 


hat the truths of the Bible be taught, and = 


the doctrines and commandments of men. 


It myſt therefore be of the higheſt import- 


un that the teachers of this religion be well 


acquainted with it themſelves, that they be men 


of ſufficiency in point of „ of ſin- 
cerity and candor of heart, of firmneſs and 


reſolution of mind; thus ſhall they be the bet- 


ter qualified to explain and defend its doctrines, 


and to enforce the practice of it. The more 


able and learned the oppoſers of the chriſtian 
ſcheme are, the more artful and indefatigable 


the corrupters of it; the more requiſite it is that 


a proper and ſufficient defence be provided a- 
gainſt them. And, my brethren las it is in- 
Fanden on Me roſters of Jeſus to teach his 


gol pel, 


4} 


[ 45 J 
goſpel, ſo it is the duty of every private chri- 
ſtian, as he has opportunity, to propagate the 
knowledge of the truth as it is in Jeſus. To 
increaſe the joy of mind arifing from know- 
ledge, and that you may contribute to the be- 
nefit of others, let the chriſtian religion be the 
pleaſant and frequent theme of your ſtudy, 
Take your religion from your Bibles ; thereby 
ſhall ye be well inſtructed for recommend- 

ing it to the eſteem of others, and ready 
always to give an anſwer to every man that aſt- 
eth you a reaſon of the hope that 1s in you, with 
meekneſs and fear *. | ES. 
_ 2dly, That chriſtian knowledge may be pro- 
pagated with ſucceſs, much depends on the 
ways and meaſures that are made uſe of in car- 
rying on this valuable defign ; that they be a- 
greeable to the mild and candid ſpirit of the 
goſpel. In proſecuting and carrying on any de- 
ſign of public concern, much wiſdom, pru- 
dence and goodneſs, muſt be ſtudied. If the 
| ſcheme is generous and benevolent, a diſinter- 
eſtedneſs of heart ought to diſcover itſelf in 
the perſons concerned in the proſecution of it. 
If it comes to be ſuſpected, from any thing in 
their conduct, that ſelfiſh ends are in view, 
this muſt needs excite prejudices againſt the 
deſign itſelf, and cauſe many to think unfavour- 
ably of it, be it never ſo uſeful and 9 
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Tt muſt be allowed, that noble and worthy 
as the chriſtian hende i is, ſome of the teachers 


and promoters of this valuable religion, have 
been a auated by motives very intereſted, and 


by no means laudable. An over warm and vio- 


lent zeal has often been exerted in contend- 


ing for theſe circumſtances, that are viſibly and 


immediately connected with the power and 
ſtanding of their own order. It has been al- 
ledged, and this allegation has gained belief 


With too many, that the whole of this ſcheme 
of revealed religion was a political contrivance 
to ſerve a certain order of men. It is not fair, 


from the unworthy behaviour of ſome, to take 
occaſion either to think or ſpeak. reproachful- 
ly of the whole ſociety. It is not a fair con- 


clufion, that the chriſtian cauſe is not a good 


and juſt one, merely becauſe, by ſome of its 


advocates, it has been ill defended. That m= 


judices, hurtful to chriſtianity, arifing 


ſuſpicions and allegations of this nature, may be - 


overcome, it is of importance, that a noble, ge- 


nerous, and catholic ſpirit appear in the ad- 


vocates for revealed religion; that there be 


reaſonable ground of perſuaſion, that what they 


have chiefly at heart, is not the eſtabliſhing 


of any particular church, and raiſing its power, 


is not the advancing of any ſecular views, but 
the carrying on of the Redeemer's kingdom, 


and eſtabliſhing it in the hearts of men. 


The overbearing methods of force and im- 
poſition are not taking with mankind, in the 
carrying 


i ny: 
carrying on of any deſign which requires com- 
pliance and choice of mind: methods that are 
gentle and mild in theſe caſes ſucceed beſt. The 
dogmatic and magiſterial air is very uncouth 
and diſagreable : mankind do not love to be ſo 
treated ; but eſpecially this forbidding method is 
uſed. with the worſt grace, when we would 
reconcile the minds of men to the chriſtian 
faith. AE eee e oe 
Meaſures of violence and perſecution ſtand 
in direct oppoſition to the ſpiritual and mild 
nature of the religion of Jeſus. The ſcheme 
is ſpiritual, the truths are pure; the ſervice is 
reaſonable, the perſuaſives are generous and 
noble : The weapons therefore of this warefare 
are not carnal, are not ſuited to mens worldly 
and ambitious views, but to touch the higher 
and purer ſprings of the immortal foul; and 
theſe weapons mult be uſed in a way becoming 
the mild and condeſcending ſpirit of the meek 
and merciful Redeemer. Such was the kind 
and friendly diſpoſition of the apoſtles of our 
Lord when they preached the goſpel of peace. 
This is the ſpirit that breathes in his apoſtle's 
expreſſion to the church of Corinth; Not that 
ve have dominion over your faith, but are helpers 
Very different from this is the ſpirit and be- 
haviour of the church of Rome! No wonder 
that the poor Indians, when they heard of the 
cruel methods of torture, and the inquiſition 
i jay IS | uſed 
- © 2 Cor. i. 24 


* 


LETS] 
ufed in that church, were affrighted and diſguſt- 
ed! that they could not think favourably of a 
religion that came from ſuch a church; and 
would not give a kind reception to their miſ- 
fionaries ! Proteſtants find fault with, and juſt- 
ly condemn this antichriſtian perſecuting ſpirit 
of the church of Rome: what a ſhame is it, 
and to good men what matter of concern, that 


ever any of the proteſtant name ſhould, in mat 


ters of conſcience and religion, have exerciſed 
the like ſpirit of cruelty! Bleſſed be God, that 
we live in happiec times, and under a better 
civil adminiſtration, than to have it in out pow] - 
er to uſe theſe methods of external force and 
violence! Would to God, that as the power to 
do violence is taken from us, ſo likewiſe there 
was nothing of the ſpirit amongſt us that re- 
ſembles the antichriſtian church! 38 
There are many things poor and weak, diſ- 
ingenuous and unfair, ſcurrilous and provoking, 
in ſome of thoſe writings that oppole revealed 
teligion; theſe tend to excite contempt and 
_ raiſe reſentment : a juſt reſentment in the chri- 
ſtian is becoming; but there is a danger in al- 
lowing this to go too far, and exceed the bounds 
of chriſtian moderation. Great care ought to 
be taken in contending for the faith of Chriſt, 
againſt theſe who in this manner inipugn our 
holy religion; to preſerve in our reaſoning the 
mild, calm, and candid temper that overcomes 
evil 201th good, and gives the greateſt advantage 
over the adverſary. Theſe excellent perform- 
| = 1 2/3 SES 


T4] 
ances publiſhed in defence of revealed religion, 
that are done with acuteneſs and judgment, and 


that at the ſame time diſcover greatneſs, beni- 


gnity, and goodneſs of heart; theſe are the per- 
formances that do moſt ſervice to the chriſtian 
cauſe, and that promiſe faireſt to gain upon and 


convince the minds of thoſe who have no fa- 


vour for revealed religion. 8 
Let religion then be inforced with all the 
ſtrength of argument, but always in the ſpi- 


rit of love and kind affection. Would we 


hope to ſucceed in advancing this glorious de- 
ſign, and to vin ſouls to Cbriſt; let ſuch ways 
be uſed as have a tendency to ſoften the heart 
and to conciliate regard. The lovely chara- 


cter, of the ſervant of the Lord, is, that he does 
not ſtrive, but 1s gentle to all men, apt to teach, 


patient, in meekneſs inſtrufting thoſe that oppoſe 
themſelves, if God peradventure will give them 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth *, 
Zaly, The chriſtian religion would be pro- 
moted ſucceſsfully and with great advantage, 
did ſuch- as profeſs it, diſcover more of the 
power and ſpirit of chriſtianity in their lives. 
A ſcheme may be very pleaſing and promi- 


fing in theory: but if it cannot be executed 


and rendered beneficial to mankind, if it is al- 
together chimerical and Utopian ; it can at beſt 
only amuſe, and ſo muſt be held of ſmall va- 
CO ( 


3 2 Tim. li. 345 25. 
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1 
lue. It is objected againſt our holy religi- 
on, that, however excellent in theory, it has 
little or no influence on practice. We hear, 
ſay ſome, of the purity of the goſpel of Je- 
ſus: but do we fee this purity in the lives 
of thoſe who are baptized into the name 
of Chriſt, and who attend on the ordinahces 
of the goſpel? Why take pains to propagate 
chriſtian knowledge? do not as vile and un- 
worthy practices take place in theſe countries 
you. call civilized, and which bear the name 
of chriſtian, as amongſt the pagan and uncivili- 
zed nations? 

Becauſe any fine and uſeful piece of work 
cannot be executed by the ignorant, indolent 
and unſkilful ; does it therefore follow, that it 
cannot be performed, and applied to uſe, by the 
knowing and diligent artiſt? that the plan is a 
' vain and imaginary conceit? Becauſe many 
wiſe and uſeful ſchemes of buſineſs in civil 


life, and for the good of ſociety, have not been 


duly regarded nor carried into execution; is 
this a. good objection againſt the ſcheme, or 
the contriver? The God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, has favoured the world with a 
moſt valuable treaſure of knowledge and a moſt 
excellent rule of conduct: becauſe this is diſre- 
garded, and not followed out in practice; is this 


an argument, either againſt the goodneſs of the 


plan or the wiſdom of the divine Contri- 
ver? 


That 


1 i 
That there are many, alas l too many, who 
live in places where the chriſtian faith is plant- 
ed, and in thoſe churches where they have 
the means of acquiring chriſtian knowledge, 
who yet indulge to practices vitious and immo- 
ral; is a fact, a lamentable fact, too evident to 
be refuſed: but can it be ſaid, that perſons of 
2 character have received the divine purify- 
knowledge of the truth, as it is in Jeſus; 
— they have conſidered, and do believe, the 
chriſtian religion? Does it follow, that this 
ſcheme of religion is imaginary and impracti- 
cable, becauſe not reduced to practice in the 
lives of men, who in truth are not of this re- 
ligion, but are utterly unacquainted with its 
nature and power ? 
Numerous were the ſpecimens, the ami- 
able and convincing ſpecimens, of the practi- 
cability and uſefulneſs of this divine ſcheme, in 
the earlier and purer ages of the goſpel ! and, 
notwithſtanding the degeneracy of modern 
times, are there not ſtill many living inſtances 
of the power of this divine faith? Would to 
God, the number was greater! Much has been 
done, i in the writings of the pious and learned, 
to illuſtrate and vindicate the truth and excel- 
lency of our holy religion! The wiſdom and 
uſefulneſs of the chriſtian plan pleaſes in theory: 
but we better underſtand its nature, and are 
more thoroughly convinced of its uſefulneſs, 
when we ſee the noble eng beneficial effects of 
Bp 
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it in the lives of chriſtians. It is a melancho- 
ly reflexion, that the wicked lives of chriſtians, 
of mere nominal chriſtians, have done much 
diſcredit to religion, both at home and a- 
abroad. Amongſt our countrymen who go a- 
broad, there are doubtleſs many worthy rſons, 
both of the clergy and laity : but, is there no 
reaſon to fear, that numbers go from Britain 


and Ireland, to ſettle or trade in our plantati- 


ons, who, in point of morals, are not of the 


better ſort, who are not the moſt valuable per- 


ſons, whoſe lives will not much recommend 
the religion they profeſs: muſt not the cor- 
rupt and diflolute manners of ſuch perſons be 
ſhocking in the eyes of the Indians, and pre- 
vent their thinking favourably, either of them 
or of their religion? Did the people who go 
thither, carry with them the argument of a good 


life in ſupport of chriſtianity ; were all the 


preachers of this religion, who go to theſe 
places, exemplary for a good practice, and dili- 
gent in the diſcharge of the paſtoral office; much 
ſucceis might be expected in the carrying on 


of this glorious deſign amongſt the ignorant, 


idolatrous nations. 

Whiiſt we think with concern of our 
countrymen, and of the ſtate of things a- 
braad, have we not reaſon to regrete our own 
ſituation at home, that pure and undefiled 
religion does not more prevail amongſt us ? 


W REP ning the cauſes of the great abound- 
ing 


ſw}: 


ing of i impiety and immorality, and of the re- 
markable decay of piety and religion; we con- 
demn, and juſtly, the impious and profane: 
but does nothing ariſe from the behaviour of 
thoſe who profeſs religion, and who ought to 
give a good example to others, that may in- 
creaſe the impiety of the wicked, and rivet 
in their minds prejudices againſt religion ? The 
miniſters of the goſpel complain, and juſtly, of 
the degeneracy of the times; and, as bound in 
duty, they urge reformation upon their people : 
but can they with candor ſay, that negligence 
and indecencies in their own conduct contribute 
nothing to this languor and indifference as to re- 
ligious matters among their people? nothing to 
weaken their influence, to leſſen their uſeful- 
males? and hinder the ſucceſs of that goſpel 
which they preach to others? Would we, as 
| mee and chriſtians, contribute to revive 
and promote pure, vital, and practical chriſtia- 
nity; would we plead the noble cauſe with au- 
thority and advantage; let us, thro' divine grace, 
ſtudy to live better lives; let us ſhow to the 
world how ſincerely we believe, how highly 
we regard our religion, and how much we 
feel its power, by its influence on our lives; 
this is to follow the rule of our divine Maſter ; 
Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that they may 
ſee your good works, and lere your Father wh ch 
is in heaven *. 
Jeb 
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4thly, Diligence and care in the education of 
youth, in the inſtructing and forming young 
minds, would prove, thro' the bleſſing of God, 
a happy and ſucceſsful mean of propagating 
chriſtian knowledge, and promoting true and 
real chriſtianity, The Emperor Julian, who 
had it much at heart to ſuppreſs and bear down 
the chriſtian faith, obſerving the tendency, of 
_ permitting the youth to reſort to ſchools that 
were taught by chriſtians, to ſtrengthen the 
chriſtian cauſe and increaſe the number of 
_ chriſtians ; intended, amongſt other expedients 
formed by him for aboliſhing our religion, to 
have introduced into paganiſm, what he judged 
to be the moſt commendable in chriſtianity ; 
ſuch as ſchools for moral lectures, preachers 
and readers in the temples, forms of prayer, ho- 
ſpitals for the reception of ſtrangers, of the 
ſick and helpleſs, collections for the poor, &c. 
He found this method of education had been 
ſucceſsfully uſed among the chriſtians. And, 
if the growth and increaſe of religion in the 
primitive times, was much owing to the care 
and diſcipline of parents and teachers in the bu- 
ſineſs of religious education: what a pity is it 
that in our times, a chriſtian education is not 
more attended to and cared for! In the young 
mind that has been neglected, corruption and 
depravity of heart will daily increaſe; an indif- 
ference about what is valuable and good; an 
8 incapacity 
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incapacity for, and an averſion to, learning and 
amendment, will more and more take place. 
If ſuch perſons, when they come to years, en- 
gage in the ſtudy of religious knowledge, they 
muſt do ſo with diſadvantage; and, if they have 
children, they are both indiſpoſed for, and un- 
able to educate them in the knowledge of chri- 
ſtian principles: thus the diſeaſe of ignorance 
and irreligion increaſes, and is propagated from 
father to ſon, from age to age. N 
Ignorance, thro' neglect of education, takes 
place in many parts of the nation, which are 
conſidered as more knowing and civilized : 
but ignorance and ſuperſtition, owing to the 
ſame neglect, did more univerſally prevail in, 
and overſpread, the uncultivated and diſtant 
places of our country, the Highlands and 
iſlands. Above fifty years ago, the melancholy 
circumſtances of our countrymen in theſe places, 
thus ſuffering, thro' want of the means of a 
proper education in the principles of chriſtian 
knowledge, moved the pity and compaſſion of 
ſome pious and worthy chriſtians in this city ; 
their tender concern for perſons in that unhap- 
py ſituation, put them upon the generous and 
uſeful defign, of forming a ſociety for propaga- 
ting chriſtian knowledge ; which excellent de- 
ſign, as it has been encouraged by many pri- 
vate chriſtians throughout the Britiſh dominions, 
hath alſo met with all countenance from the 
civil adminiſtration ; and his Majeſty's goodneſs 
CS in 
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aunum for maintaining itinerant preachers and 
catechiſts, conſpires to advance the ſame va- 
luable intereſts. D 
This good work, conducted with prudence, 
integrity and zeal, by men of the moſt undoubt- 
ed character and greateſt worth, has alſo been 
countenanced from on high. Thro the good 
hand of God accompanying the labours of the 
ſociety, the happy and uſeful effects of this 
deſign have appeared both at home and abroad: 
they have erected ſchools in the Highlands and 
iſlands, they have employed miſſionaries in A- 
merica: in conſequence of their ſecond patent, 
they have given their countenance and aſſiſt- 
ance to the charity work-houſe and orphan's 
hoſpital in Edinburgh, and to the charity work- 
houſe at Dalkeith ; and in other inſtances have 


had in view the promoting of induſtry, manu- 


facture, and uſeful labour. I am inſtructed to 
acquaint you, that there are 14 4 ſchools main- 
tained by the ſociety ; that the children in theſe 
ſchools are taught reading, writing, atithme- 
tic, and church-muſic, in terms of the firſt char- 
ter; and that there are ſix of the above ſchools 
where the children are taught manufacture of 
linnen and woolen, in terms of the ſecond 
charter. The work the ſociety is engaged in 
is important, is difficult, and muſt be a work 
of time. The field is large: much is to be done. 
Ihe ſociety would wiſh to be able to follow ons 
42 
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the purpoſes of both their patents, and to ex- 
tend their uſefulneſs, to employ more hands, 
and men of the pron ſufficiency. 

It is therefore hoped, that all, according to 
their ability, and as God has bleſſed them with 
the riches of this world, and as the circum- 
ſtances of their families will permit, will con- 
tribute to the increaſe of the ſociety's funds. 
This is to contribute to the enlargement of the 
Redeemer's kingdom ; this is to contribute to 
make the circumſtances of your countrymen 
more comfortable, and their lives more uſeful 
in a preſent world; and this is to contribute 
to the eternal ſalvation of their precious, im- 
mortal ſouls. Think of the joy ſuch chriſtians 
of the kind and wee. heart ſhall have 
in heaven, when they meet with numbers of 
their countrymen there, who owed in part to 
them, their liberal and friendly aſſiſtance, the 
means of knowledge and falvation, thro' which 
they were brought to that happy place : think 
| you ſee the Redeemer pointing them out, and 

ſaying, Theſe are the perſons ye clothed and fed; 
theſe are the perſons ye ved, in the kindeſt 
and moſt beneficial way, in ſending to them 
the light of my goſpel ; for them you expreſs- 
ed love and regard; In as much as ye did theſe 
things to them, you did them unto me. Come, ye 
ble ed of my Father | inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you r the 1 of the world * 


ah. 
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_ -  3thly, In the laſt place, prayer is a moft ex- 
cellent means, and has a happy tendency, to 
promote chriſtian knowledge. This valu- 
able and important deſign cannot ſucceed with- 
out the divine countenance ; tho' a Paul plant, 
and an Apollos water, it is the Lord only that 
can give the increaſe. The pious and devout 
Mr. Howe, who was much grieved for the 
contentions and corruptions that prevailed in 
the chriſtian world in his day, and who had 
much at heart, the revival of true and real 
chriſtianity, uſes ſtrong and nervous expreſſions, 
in recommending prayer as an happy means of 
| fucceſs; Loet us, ſays he, ſupplicate more 


Z _ «earneſtly for the effuſions of the holy Spirit, 


cc which alone can give remedy to our diſtem- 
« pers, and reſtore the chriſtian religion to it- 
« ſelf, and make the chriſtian name great in 
< the world *,” The great and good Apoſtle 
Paul, who was moſt indefatigable and aſſidu- 
ous in his Maſter's ſervice, deſires the prayers 
of the church: Brethren, pray for us, that 
the word of the Lord may have free courſe and 
be glorified. The merciful and glorious Re- 
deemer points out this method of prayer, as 
| ſubſervient to the extending of his dominion, 

and the advancing the intereſts of his kingdom, 
in that excellent prayer he taught his diſciples : * 
Our Father which art in heaven ! hallowed be 


thy 


_ * Preface to carnality of religious contentions. 


LF 
thy name ; let thy kingdom come, be thy will be | 
me on earth as it is done in heaven. 
| Now, unto bim that is able to do for us, and for 
the churches of Chriſt, exceeding abundantly a- 
bove what we are able to aſt or think, to the only 
wiſe God, our Saviour, be glory in the churches, 
world without end, Amen. | 
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or THE 
SOCIETY m SCOTLAND, 


For propagating CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE, 
„e,, 


Two Things, in every fate, have been 


reckoned things of importance ;—reli- 


gion and government.—The influence of theſe 


upon each other, and of both upon ſociety, 
has been generally acknowledged. — Religion 


makes men better, and fitter for government; 


and government at leaſt makes men more at- 


tentive, and civil, in their regards to religion. 


If indeed there is in religion any thing un- 


ſociable and cruel, tempting men to plague 


one another devoutly, as an honourable author® 
ſeems to hint there is in chriſtianity ;—in that 
caſe, doubtleſs, he is the beſt friend to ſociety, 
who beſt ſtrives to get rid of it.— But ſurely, 
before that be done, religion ought to be al- 
lowed a fair hearing, leſt the caſe turn out o- 
therways, and leſt, while we baniſh religion 
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1 
out of doors, we ſend good government a- pack- 
ing after it. 
| Happy is that Rate, where religion and go- 
ernment go hand in hand in promoting peace 
and joy,—where they mutually ſtrengthen and 
ſupport each other,—and where both tend to 
inculcate this important truth, — that virtue is 
the happineſs, and vice the miſery of every 
man! 
Theſe 3 apply to the religion and 
government of Britain. — Our religion is chri- 
ſtianity, reformed from the errors of Rome. — 
And our government, a legal limited monarchy, 
confirmed by the revolution 1688, and the ſub- 
ſequent ſettlement of the Crown on the illu- 
ſtrious family of Hannover. That family, 
(in the judgment even of a philoſopher ®),. 
* without intrigue, without cabal, — without 
« ſolicitation, on their part, was called to mount 
our throne, by the united voice of the whole 
4 legiſlative body they have, ſince their ac- 
« ceſſion, diſplayed in all their actions, the 
t utmoſt mildnefs, equity, and regard to the 
«laws and conſtitution.—Our own miniſters, 
our own parliament, ourfelves, have governed 
« us.” In every ſcheme ſtarted: for the public 
good, the government has either taken the. 
lead, or co-operated in the ſtrongeſt manner 
| with thoſe who took it; fo that, if any thing 
5 iſt has befallen us, if any thing goo bas en 
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neglected by us, we have ourſelves only to 


blame. 


One remarkable inſtance of what has been 
here advanced, is the encouragement given by 


the government, on all proper and neceſſary 


occaſions to the ſociety in Scotland, for pro- 


pagating chriſtian knowledge. This ſociety took 
its riſe in the year 1700.: it was confirmed 
by patent in the year 1709 ;—and by a ſecond 
patent in the year 1738.—In many inſtances, 


particular and ſpecial aſſiſtances from the go- 
vernment, in favour of this ſociety, have been 


needed; when needed, they were aſked ; 
when aſked, they were granted. —His late, his 
preſent Majeſty did more; by an annual dona- 
tion of L. 1000 Sterling employed on the ſame 


good deſign, and in promoting the ſame good 
ends with the revenue of this ſociety, they 


have given the ſtrongeſt, the moſt conſpicuous 
proof of their royal approbation and favour.— 


Men may laugh at 8 if they pleaſe; they 


may deny its good effects on ſociety, or aſſert 


that it produces none but bad ones: but it a 
pears, from the above example, that all men 
do not think ſo ;—and that, whatever their o- 
pinion may be, their King, at leaſt, is of a 
different one. 


4 


There is not, perhaps, in the world, another 


nation, whoſe religion and government are 
fo intimately and inſeparably connected as ours 
are in Britain. The revolution not only ſaved 
us from becoming Papiſts, but made us, more 


than 


1 64 J ; 
than ever, firm and ſteady Proteſtants: it ſet 
the nation at the head of the proteſtant inter- 
eſt; and hitherto we have kept our place.— 
The revolution eſtabliſhed our civil, fi eſta- 
bliſhed alſo our religious liberty, and connect- 
ed theſe ſo cloſely together, that they never 
can be ſeparated. During the laſt rebellion, 
the Pretender thought proper to be diſpleaſed 
that the pulpits ſounded as they did, with the 
terrors of popery and arbitrary power z—theſe, 
he wanted us to believe, were very different 
things :——they are ſo; and yet, with reſpect 
to us, they come and go together. 

The bleflings we have already reaped from 
the revolution are many; but there are 
more bleflings behind :—the plan is not yet 

complete ;—and the eſtabliſhment, the univer- 
fal eſtabliſhment of the proteſtant religion, is 
at leaſt one half of it Religion ought to be en- 
tertained for its own fake; but it ought alſo to 
be entertained for the ſake of its influence on 
our civil eſtabliſhment. — The army of Britain 
is not famed for religion; and yet it was the 
I roar of the army on Hownſlow- 

eath that made the crown firſt totter on King 
James's head.— In the Britiih navy, religion 
is perhaps minded {till leſs than in the army; 
and yet it was their regard to the proteſtant 
religion, in the year 1625, that defeated the 
eisen to France, and had a great influence 
on the events which followed. In ſhort, 


Our 


t 6 1 
dur civil or religious liberty muſt ſtand or fall 


be kept or loſt, together. 
If — things were ſufficiently attended to, 


they might perhaps afford very ſtrong argu- 


ments to induce every one to encourage, pro- 
mote and favour, the attempts of this ſociety, 
to the utmoſt of their power. It is the deſign, 
it is the labour of the ſociety, to propagate 
the knowledge of chriſtianity, — of chriſtia- 

nity reformed from the errors, corruptions and 


idolatries, of Rome ; to propagate this know- 


ledge in the Highlands of Scotland, and among 
the. Indians, bordering on our colonies in A- 
merica.— The method they have followed, is 
that of erecting ſchools "nu the inſtruction of 

children; a method which every one muſt al- 
low to be the beſt and fitteſt that could have 
been followed. — At theſe ſchools, the children 

are inſtructed in the principles of the chriſtian 
reformed religion, are taught to read and write; 
with a little knowledge of arithmetic and 


_ church-muſic.—Leſs than this could not have 


| ſerved the ſociety's deſign ;—more was need- 
leſs, 

In the year 1709, the ſociety being by let- 
ters patent erected into an incorporation, be- 
gan their endeavours; and from that period 
down to the preſent time, at the very loweſt 
computation that can be reaſonably made, no 
fewer than 60,000 children have been educated 


at their rd and on in the know- 
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ledge of che only true, and only ſafe religion | in 
the world, chriſtianity. 
 .”* Some have indeed imagined, that the know- 
lege of chriſtianity is no benefit to any man ;— 
and that the world had been much happier 
if that religion had never taken place in it. — 
They think that ſociety may be better main- 
tained without than with it; and therefore, 
that it is neither the duty nor the intereſt of 
any man to encourage it.----The moſt religi- 
ous nations, ſay they, are not always the hap- 
pieſt; nor is his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty the 
mildeſt and moſt merciful Monarch in Europe.-- 
And when they ſay ſo, they ſay true. The 
reaſon is, by religion, they mean ſuperſtition ;-- 
by chriſtianity, they mean popery : and, be- 
twixt theſe, the difference is very great.— 
But if they would conſider chriſtianity as it is 
in itſelf, and chriſtians as they ought to be; 
perhaps no truth would appear more evident 
than this, That the great end, the great ten- 
| dency of chriſtianity, is, to promote the gene- 
ral joy and happineſs of mankind ; in ſo much 
that chriſtians, at leaſt, may be allowed to 
doubt if ſociety can ſubſitt, and men be hap- 
py, without it. -* ↄ When Plotinus deſired leave 
of the Emperor Galienus, to rebuild a city in 
Campania, to be inhabited by a body of phi- 

loſophers, upon the plan of Plato's republic ;--- 
the Emperor refuſed it - the thing was im- 
8 and 3 in modern times, 
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a republic of Deiſts, and moral philoſophers, 
would be as great a curioſity, as a city of Plato- 
nic philoſophers, would have been in the N 
of Galienus ; and not a whit more practicable *. 
But whatever might be the caſe with philo- 
ſophers and gentlemen, (for none but gentle- 
men preſume to be Deiſts) to talk of preterving 
the nation in happineſs and peace, and at the 
ſame time, of baniſhing chriſtianity out of it, 
is to ſuppoſe, either that we are a nation of phi- 
loſophers, or a nation of gentlemen : and per- 
haps neither of theſe will be admitted. 
It is the opinion of the /oczety, not only that 
chriſtianity is not prejudicial to ſociety, but that 
it is friendly to it; and, ſo long as they think 
ſo, they reckon it, and muſt reckon it, their 
duty, their honour, to propagate the know- 
led ge of it. 
A late author ＋ funny to . that pro- 
teſtaniſm is leſs prejudicial (that is his ex- 
preſſion) to ſociety, than popery ;---but he re- 
grets, that even proteſtaniſm is likely to keep 
poſſeſſion, for a long time, of the minds of the 
people ;----and he ſeems to hope for better 
times, when perhaps it may be otherways.--- 
From men of this opinion, the ſociety for 


Papa g 


It is an obſervation nk by Mr. i that the 
(Quakers are perhaps the only regular 15 of Deiſts in the 
world. Not adverting, fays Mr. Adams, in his eflay on 
miracles, that the Quakers believe e as mug 
any ſect whatever. * 
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ſome of which were 3 5 miles in length, and 
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propagating. Chriſtian knowledge can expect 
no encouragement ;---they expect it only from 


ſuch as are of like faith with themſelves, friends 
to chriſtianity, and friends to the ann 
ſucceſſion. 


Among other leſſons hh the nation learn- 
ed from the rebellion 1745, this certainly was 


one, That the reformation of the Highlands of 


Scotland, however difficult, was neceſſary ;-- 
and the attention ſince given, by the e 
for bringing it about, certainly ſhows, that 
they do not think the thing impoſſible.- The 
act of parliament for aboliſhing ward-holdings, 
and for taking away heritable juriſdictions, on 
a reaſonable recompence to the proprietors, was 
one wide ſtep taken in the road to liberty. 

And the act for annexing certain forfeited e- 
ſtates to the crown unalienably, and apply- 
ing the rents and profits thereof, for civilizing 
and improving the inhabitants of the High- 


lands, promiſes, if any thing can, to render 


the undertaking ſucceſsful. 
By this act, the rents and profits of eſtates 


annexed, are to be applied in civilizing the in- 


habitants, in promoting among them the pro- 


teſtent religion, good government, induſtry and 
| manufactures, together with principles of duty 


and attachment to his Majeſty King Gro, 


and the ſucceſſion in his family.-----And, as 


one great inconvenience complained of, in the 
Highlands, was the wide extent of pariſhes ; 
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25 in breadth ; therefore, by the ſaid act, it is 
provided, that ſuch pariſhes be divided, and 
new churches erected in them, with proper 
ſtipends to the paſtors.----Nay more, his Ma- 
jeſty, by the ſaid act, is impowered to erect 
ſchools, for inſtructing the youth, in reading 


and writing the Engliſh language, and in the 


ſeveral branches of manufacture and agricul- 
ture. Theſe are the methods propoſed by 
the legiſlature of Great Britain, for reformation 
of the Highlands of Scotland :----and they are 
the very methods propoſed and followed by 


the ſociety : and, to every impartial and unpre- 


judiced mind they will perhaps appear the on- 
ly methods adequate to the deſign. Men muſt 


have right principles to act from, or they will 
act from bad ones.---This holds remarkably in 


the Highlands, where, if we are not careful 


to make the inhabitants good Proteſtants,” the 
church of Rome will take care to make, and 
keep them good Papiſts.---If this ſociety is not 
careful to make them the one, the propaganda 
at Rome will take care to make them the o- 
ther.---As long as there 1s either Pope or Pre- 
tender, ſo long will the inhabitants of the 
Highlands of Scotland be liable to become a 
prey to their cunning and artful infinuations,--- 
To root out popery, without introducing true 
_ chriſtianity in its place, would perhaps but little 
tend to make them friends to virtue, and our 
civil. eſtabliſhment.---Better friends, to be ſure, 
they would be then, than they are now: 


but 
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but their friendſhip, at the beſt, would be pre- 


| Carious, and its foundation too weak to be of 


long ſtanding. 
-*That no man can be ſenſible of the bleflings 
of the revolution and of liberty, except he be 
a Chriſtian, is certainly neither true in argu- 
ment, nor in fact: but, that no man can be ſo. 
ſenfible of theſe bleſſings as a Chriſtian, is cer- 
tainly true in both.---It is perhaps a juſt ob- 
ſervation, that, in the civil wars of the laſt cen- 


tury, the reputed Deiſts were generally on the 


fide of liberty, (unleſs Charles II. himſelf was 
an exception to the obſervation) : but is it 
not alſo true, or can it be denied, that had it 
not been for chriſtianity, and a regard to the 
Exerciſe of it, we would have looked for a re- 
volution, but looked for it in vain ?----When 
matters came to a criſis, regard for the prote- 
Rant religion got the better of private intereſt, 
of gratitude for perſonal favours and benefits, 
nay even of natural affection: the firſt, in the 
Duke of Somerſet ; the ſecond, in Lord Chur- 
chill, afterwards Duke of Marlborough ; and 
the third, in the Princeſs of Denmark, after- 


Wards Queen Anne : and, from the whole 


hiſtory of that period, among all ranks, both 
dclergy and laity, religion prevailed ; and, as 
a- late author obſerves *, his Majeſty, like a 
ſimpleton, parted with three crowns for a maſs. 
Theſe obſervations lead one to imagine, that 
the knowledge of true chriſtianity, is the 5 
E 

„ Voltaire's age of Lewis xIV . 
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eſt, and firmeſt baſis for civil liberty; and that 
the intereſts of the one cannot be better ſerved 


than by the propagation of the other: and 


therefore, it was not improper in this place to 


take notice of them; eſpecially at a time when 


men begin to doubt, whether chriſtianity is 

worth keeping, or not, and whether the means 

for propagating it ought to be encouraged, or 
not. 

It is true, and with pratitude the truth is 

acknowledged, that the ſociety in Scotland for 


propagating chriſtian knowledge, has met with 


great, with extraordinary encouragement ;---= 
with encouragement from their own country, 
from England, and a late remarkable one from 
Ireland. And the ſociety think, they may 
with ſome truth affirm, their labours have not 
been fruitleſs and vain.---At this preſent time, 


they maintain no fewer than ſchools; at 


which are educated 5634. children of both 


ſexes *. Many of thoſe ſchools are ſituated 


in the moſt diſtant and lonely corners of the 


continent; and ſome of them in the moſt fo- 


litary iſlands of the ſea. The immediate o- 


verſight of them is committed to the preſby- 


tries, within whoſe bounds they are ſituated, 
who tranſmit to the ſociety annual reports of 
the number of ſcholars in each ſchool, and 
of their proficiency in knowledge. | 

Wi. | | It 
I Several of theſe children are not only educated, but 
arte maintained, at the * 8 expence. 
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lt has been one principal care of the ſociety, 
to introduce among the Highlanders a know- 


| ledge of the Engliſh language; to fit them for 
underſtanding, and for being underſtood by 
the reſt of the world ;-----without this, the 


means of introducing other branches of know- 


ledge among them behoved to be expenſive and 


few,-----The only books printed in their lan- 


guage are popiſh books, printed at Rome, or 


under the direction of the Scotch college in 


France and the reading theſe books is cer- 
tainly no promiſing way of turning them Pro- 
teſtants. And tho' this ſociety has ſometimes 


cauſed print, and diſtribute among them, books 


in that language, but of a different tendency ; 
yet it is their opinion, that the Iriſh language 
ought to be as expeditiouſly and entirely root- 


ed out as poſlible ; nor have they been ſlack or 
ſparing in the uſe of any means in their pow er, 


or gaining this deſirable end *. 


Perhaps there is no better method of direct- 


ing the friends of chriſtianity, and of the pre- 
ſent government, in the right way. of reform- 
ing the Highlands of Scotland, than by con- 
fidering the methods which the enemies of 


both have followed to ruin them.—-If it is 


their method carefully to preſerve the ſpirit 
of clanſhip, licentiouſneſs and rapine, with the 


other like methods of continuing a nation bar- 


barous; ; 


* Touching this matter, the ſociety have made a late 
and a very ſtrict regulation. | 


[ TW 13 


"7 


1 


among them the ſpirit of liberty, induſtry and 
Honeſty, and the other meek arts of peace 
and good government :--if it has been their me- 
thod to keep the Highlanders firmly attached 
to a popiſh Prince, as their King, and to the 
Pope of Rome, as their Saviour; it ought to 
be our endeayour to diſentangle them from 
both : in ſhort, whatever methods they follow 
upon the one hand, it is our duty to follow the 
: reverſe method upon the other.---And certain- 


the old reproach, That men are at greater 


' The ſociety, by their patent 1738, were en- 
ö bour and agriculture ;----and, in conſequence 
of this patent, they have accordingly made dif- 
| ferent appointments for that purpoſe.---To this 
| they were further encouraged, by ſeveral noble- 
men and gentlemen, who took the ſaid ſchools 
under their immediate care and inſpection ; and 
by that laudable ſpirit of erecting work-houſes, 


and plague of ſociety, the bitter root whence 
the miſeries of this country, and indeed of al- 


of promoting ME deſign, to baniſh it from 
among us. | | : 
K „ 


barous; it ought to be our aim to introduce 


ly we ought to be at ſome pains to wipe off 
pains to propagate a falſe religion, than a true. 


couraged and directed to erect ſchools for la- 


which has of late become ſo general and pre- E 
vailing. They conſider idleneſs as the bane Þ} 


| moſt every other country, ſpring up: and there- 
fore they carefully embrace all opportunities? 
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Was it a thing indifferent to Britain, whe- 
ther the inhabitants of the Highlands of Scot- 
land be popiſh or proteſtant, idle or induſtri- 
ous; were the adventures of the ſociety, like 
thoſe of Don Quixot, againſt giants and wind- 
mills, ---things uſeleſs, -indifferent, or imagina- 

; the directors would not think themſelves 
intitled, either to the confidence or favour of 
the public: but theſe things are known to be 
otherways.---Popery and diſaffection affect the 
very vitals of the country, and call for a ſpeedy 
and effectual cure. 

Beſides the endeavours uſed by the ſociety 


to promote religion and induſtry in the High- 


lands and at home, --- they have alſo attempt- 


ed to promote the fame in our American co- 


lonies, and abroad ;---by two liberal donations, 
one from Dr. Daniel Williams at London, and 
another from a Lady in England, they were 
enabled in the year 1731, to employ three miſ- 
fionaries in preaching the goſpel of Chriſt, to 


the Indians that border on New England ; Os, oy 


in the year 1736, in the infancy of the then 
favourite colony of Georgia, another miſſion- 
ary was ſent there, on the ſame happy errand, 


at the expence of the ſociety ;----but the laſt 


and moſt ſucceſsful pt was made in the 
year 1741. 

In that year, upon a pes n of the 
miſerable ſtate of the Indians on the borders 
of New York, New Jerſey, and Penfilvania --- 


the ſociety reſolved to maintain two miſſion- 


| aries 


SY 


aries 5 among them, under the immediate care 
and inſpection of ſome gentlemen of that place, 
to act as correſpondents with the ſociety. 
The correſpondents ſoon prevailed with Mr. 
Azariah Horton and David Brainard, to un- 
dertake the arduous taſk, and to encounter 
the fatigue and peril of being meſſengers of joy 
to theſe bewildered ſavages :---Mr. Horton was 
ſettled in Long Ifland, and ſtill continues there; 
and, by the journals of his miſſion, regularly 
tranſmitted to the ſociety, 1t appears that his 
labours have been attended with conſiderable 
ſucceſs :----with regard to Mr. Brainard, the 
happy effects of his miſſion have been more 
than common z at preſent, it will be only 
needful to refer the curious reader to his laſt 
journal, as printed under the eye of the late 
Dr. Doddrige.----Upon Mr. Brainard's death, 
the ſociety employed his brother in the fame 
ſervice and miſſion ; and, by the lateſt accounts, 
remarkable ſucceſs may be expected from it; 
“ I have been employed, ſays Mr. Brainard, 
<« as a miſſionary among the Indians, for above 
«© theſe four years and a half, beſides officiating _ 
« for my brother ſeveral months, 'during his 
« laſt ſickneſs.---Our Indian ſociety does now 
« conliſt of near 40 families, and our church 
« of 37 communicants ; beſides two or three 
e more who ſtand candidates for admiſſion.— 
« At our ſchool, ſometimes more than fifty 
children have attended, who ſeem, in gene- 
« ral, to be as apt to learn, as Engliſh chil- 
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ee ſpent the moſt of my time among the In- 
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« dren, or any whatever. ---Not leſs than 20, 
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1 believe, are able to read the Bible pretty 
diſtinctly; and repeat the greateſt part of 
the Aſſembly's Shorter Catechiſm : --- ſome are 
able to repeat the whole of it ; and many of 
them can write a good legible hand.—1 have 


dians of New Jerſey ; but have taken ſeve- 
ral journeys among the more remote ones, 
and thoſe that live at a great diſtance.---My 


great aim has been to get them to ſettle in- 


to a regular ſociety ; and, with reſpect to a 
conſiderable number, my labours have ſuc- 
ceeded.---I am getting ſome of the boys put 


out to learn trades, and propoſe ſoon to e- 


rect a working-ſchool for girls.---The con- 
gregation in general make proficiency in 
knowledge, and are more civilized in their 
dreſs, behaviour, and manner of life.” 


Mr. Brainard modeſtly obſerves, that, among 


other difficulties which attend his miſſion, the 
want of a more liberal ſupport of money is a 


cc 
cc 
cc 
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conſiderable one. © Undertakings, ſays he, 
* like this, are chargeable ; and cannot be pur- 
e ſued to any good purpoſe, but at a great ex- 

* pence : and I have, by no means, been able 


to take the moſt effectual meaſures to con- 
vert the Indians, for want of money to ſup- 
port my neceſſary expence :---for inſtance, in 
my laſt journey to Suſquehannah, I was obli- 
ged to go with one Indian only, and had not a 
farthing for his Encouragement ; but gave him 

my 


1 7 1 


« my word that I would pay him a I could 0 | 


« get money.---So0n after our arrival there, he 


« accidentally. lamed himſelf ; and, to com- 


ce plete our misfortune, our horſes were ſtolen 
« by an Indian trader.—If I had had a little 


« money for the ſupport of about half a do- - 


« zen of my own chriſtian Indians to have 


« gone along with me, it would not only have 


* ſaved me much fatigue, but, in all probabi- 


ce lity, would have mae my journey proſpe- 


„ ros. 
In the laſt accounts from Mr. Brainard, 


which are as late as October 1753, the ſociety 


have the pleaſure to hear, that he is ſtill go- 
ing on in his miſſion with ſucceſs. - Of one e- 


vent he informs the ſociety, which is melan- 


choly beyond expreſſion: wiz. the death of 


a young Indian, whoſe education, in order to 
his being employed in the exerciſe of the mi- 
niſtry amongſt his countrymen, had been car- 


ried on at the expence of the ſociety, and was 
well nigh compleated. He was, ſays Mr. Brain- 
ard, a cloſs ſtudent, a good ſcholar, of an un- 
blemiſhed character, and a true chriſtian..—He 


had been a member of New Jerſey college, 


was greatly beloved of his claſs-mates, and 


made a decent appearance among them.—He 


informs the ſociety, that there are other two 
children who have good qualifications, and bid 


fair to anſwer the expence of a liberal educa - 
tion; and * that it * be proper for 


the 
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the ſociety to educate them with a view to the 
miſſion. EE. 8 . 

And indeed, were the ſociety's funds as 
large as their inclinations, neither this, nor a- 
ny other means to forward the miſſion, ſhould 
be ſpared or neglected; but the deficiency is 
in the firſt :—they have ventured however up- 
on the charge and expence of the education 
_ of theſe two Indians.—The ſociety cannot pre- 
ſume to go beyond the intention of the donors; 


or to employ that money in America, which was 


deſtined to be employed in Europe.—Their 
great care has been to act faithfully in the 
_ diſtribution of their funds; but, for the increaſe 
of theſe funds, they truſt to the charity and 
beneficence of well diſpoſed perſons. | 

As the miſſionaries have complained of ob- 
ſtructions given to their labours by ſome Eng- 
liſh traders, the directors, in ſummer laſt, 
did apply to the Lords Commiſſioners for trade 
and plantations, that proper inſtructions might 
be given to the governors of his Majeſty's 
provinces in America, for redreſſing theſe 
complaints, and preventing them for the future. 
heir Lordſhips readily complied with the 
"requeſt, and iſſued orders accordingly ;—and, 
by this means, the directors hope, no ground 
will be left for ſuch complaints in time co- 
ming, | 


NAMES 


| 


N A M E S of perſons appoint- 


ed to receive benefactions in 
London and Edinburgh for 
the uſe of this — 


In London, CLaup 3 Merchant. 


In Edinburgh, James DAvipsox of Haltree. 


Form of a bequeſt or legacy. 


Jew, I give and bequeath the ſam of 

to the Society in Scotland for 
propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, to be ap- 
plied (either for the purpoſes of the firſt or 
ſecond nn as the donor pleaſes. ) 


Committee 
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Committee of DrezcToRs for the year 17 54. 


James SMOLLET of Bonhill Ela; his Majeſty's Sheriff- 


Depute for the ſhire of Dumbarton, and one of the 
Commiſfaries of Edinburgh, Præſes. 

The Rev. Mr. RoztrT ee api th Profeſſor of divinity | 
in the college of Edinburgh 

The Rev. Mr. ALEXANDER EBSTER, one of the Mini- 
ſters of Edinburgh. 

The Rev. Mr. John 3 Miniſter of the goſpel is in 


the Caſtle of Edinburgh. 
Joan OsBuRN Eſq; late Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh. * 
Joh Davipson, junior, Writer to the Signet. | 


ANDREW CHALMER, Writer in Edinburgh. 
ALEXANDER Tarr, Secretary to the Edinburgh Inſurance. | 


WIITIA Top, Merchant and late Bailie in Edinburgh. 


Gavin HAamiLToN Bookſeller, and late Bailie there. 
oHN RussEIL, junior, Writer to the Signet. 
| Paton, Bookſeller in Edinburgh. | 
James STEWART, Attorney in Exchequer, and neral 
Collector of the Fund for Miniſters Widows, 
ArcniBALD WALLACE, Merchant in Edinburgh. 


TrHomas Bots, Writer there. 


The moſt Honourable the Marquis of LoTHIAN i is Preſi- 


dent of the general Court. 
The Right Honourable WILLIAM GRAN of Preſton- 
Grange Eſq; his Majeſty's Advocate for Scotland, — 
Secretary. _ 
James Nimmo Eſq; Caſhier of Exciſe, Ce. 
ALEXANDER CHALMERs, Accomptant. 
James Davipson of Haltree, Treaſurer. 


W1LLIAM Ross, Wriiter an Edicburgh, Clerk. Wis 
Jon LovuTatlan, Bookholder... +: 5 
James Bro! N. Bookſelle. 
ALEXANDER ours, Officer... 
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MAINTAINED BY THE 


SOCIETY for PROPAGATING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE. 1754. 


| Dates of 


Number of ; 


Ne Places where the Schools| Preſbyteries. 
| are ſettled. 8 Erefion. 
11 T. Kilda. St. Kilda. 'U1ST. 5 . 13.1710. 
2 Kilbar. Bara. | „ 
3 Borniſh. ]Southuiſt, „ 
4 Tarranſay. Harris . 
5 Belloch. Northuiſt. bk. 1732. 
6 Barvas. Barvas. {Lewis 17 
7 Keos. Lochs. f 1 
8 Portre. Kilmuir in Trotterniſh, Skv. 1736. 
Egg and Caps. Muck. . 1728. 
20|Slait, Slait. 1749. 
111 Bracadale. Bracadale. | | 1752. 
42 Fort Auguſtus. Bolleſkine. ABERTARPH. | 17. 
13|Tomnacharich. rower nel | 1730. 
14 Pitgowyn. Laggan: = 1737. 
15 Milnton of Urquhart. |Urqh* & Glenmoriſon. 1729. 
456 Maryburgh. | in | 1718 
17|Kirktoun in Meikle- Lochbroom. GAIRLOCH. . 1729; 
Strath. | 1 
18 Ullapool. Ditto. 1739. 
19 Lochcarron. Lochcarron. 1731. 
20 [Lyoll. | Glenelg. 1739. 
21|Lochhalſh. Lochalſh. „55 
22 Ratagan. Glenſhiel. 1740.“ 
23 Auchtihairn. Gairloch. | 1726. 
24] Moy. EKinlochbuy. __ |MvrL. 1 
2 5 Strontian. Ardnamurchan. 1 
26|Kill. Morvern. 1730. 
27|Keanvy. Tiree. 39720, 
28 Torloiſk. Kilninian. | 3 
29 Shirgrim. Kilmichaell. INVERARY. 1744. 
30 Kilbranden. |Kilbranden. Lokx. 1. 
310 Craiganich. Liſmore. „„ 
32 Muckairn. Ardchatton. 1734. 
33 Port Appin. Appine. 5 172. 
34 Stron. Kilmund. DuNooN. 1799. 
35 Kerſton. Ditto. | , 1745. 
36|Garvie, Kilmoddan. 17 
37 Auchinbreck. 8 1748. 
38|Skipneſs. Kilchalmonell. _ KINTYRE. 1 
39 Scalilaig. Collonfay and Jura. 1729. 
40 Killearndale. Ditto. 1741. 
41 Kildalton. Ilay. ED 
42|Culgaltrue. Kilberry, 1762, 
- 43|Salachy. Buchanan. TDUMBARTON. 1719. 
44 Gartinſtarry. Drymen. | 1719. 
45 Muirland. |Luſs. | 175. 
46 Bridge of Turk. Callendar. DUMBLAIN. 111. 
47 \Blairvuck. Aberfoyl. 1734. 
48|Gartmore. I Port. 0 1719 0 
49|Balquhidder. Balquhidder. | 1731. 
500 Glenlednock. [Comrie. AuchrERAR- 1713 
51 Auchtermuthill. Muthill. DER. 17. 
52 Glenartney. [Comrie. | 1 
53 Glenalmond. Monzie. 1729. 
54 Lochearn-End. Comrie. | 1729. 
5 5 Bohally. Blair Atholl. DUuNKELD. 1 
56 Pitcaſtle. Logie Rait. | 173 
57 Kilchoan. Fortingall. 1728. 
58 Pittagown. Blair Atholl. 1716. 
59|Gairntully. Dull. . 1729. 
50 Ardeonaig. Killine. 1729. 
61 Moriniſh. Kenmure. 4731. 
62 Glenquaich. Ditto. 15. 1731 
63 Glenchee. Kirkmichaell. . 1743. 
64 Innercomrie. Fortingall. 47. 
65 Folda. Glenyla. IMEAGLE - 1751. 
66|Clintlaw. |Lentrethan. 1744. 
67 Glenproſſan. Cortachy * Clova. FORFAR. | 1739. 
680 Craig. Craig. 8 BRECHINE. 1752. 
69 „ Glenbervie. FoRDouw. 1737 
70 Tullich, Glenmuck.  [K1NCAIRDINE COTE: 
71\Tullicairn. _ IGlentanger. O NieLL. 1711. 
72 Inverchanlick. [Crathie. 8 1713. 
7; |[Cammiſſour. Tarland, 
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Total Children at ſaid Schools, excluſive of Slate, Bracadale, Folda, Craig, Kirkhill, Killeacnan, Dalkeith & Drumcudden, whoſe Reports are not come up, being lately erected, 5634 . 
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1 No Places where the Schools | Pariſhes. 1 Preſbytertes. Dates of Number hf 
are ſettled. . Erection. baer 
Glenmuck. | Nov. 1. 1740. 20 
7 Dor, Kincardine O Niel. | | | Nov. 1. 1743- 181 
6 RKeanvoan. Strathdon. AL FOORD. Nov. 1. 1740. 13 
77 Shoar of Buckie. Rathven. JFoRDICE. April 13. 1721. | 43 
| 78|Portſoy Fordice. | June 20. 1751. I 
79 Ruthven. Cairnie. STRATRHBZOOG IE May 15. 1719. 2] 
80 Kinnore. Huntly. Dec. 13. 1726. 13 
81 Auchairn. Cairney and Keith. Nov. 1. 1750. ho 5 2 
82 |Nevie. Inneraven. \TABERLOUR. |May 15. 1713. 15 
83 Mulben. Dundurcus. May 15. 1750. 14 
84 Inverlochie. Kirkmichael. 1 Sept. 1. 1724. 23 
8 5 Skiradvie. | Cromdale. | May 15. 172 I. = 
$6] lnverey. Duthill. g Now. 1. 1744. | 
2 \Glenfeſſie. Kinguiſſie. | June 15. 1750. 7 
88 Dallas Brughty. Edinkilly. FokREss. Nov. 4. 1714. 15 
89 Dunduff. Ditto. | Ditto. 9]. 
gol Preſley. Ditto. Ditto. 5 
 91]Tilledivie, itto. Ditto. 3 
92 Cottertoun of Brodie. yke. Nov. 11. 1717. 
93 |Meviſtoun. Ditto. ., [Ditto 11. 77. 
94 Raining School. Inverneſs. InvERNEss. | May 15. 727. 8 
95 Belnain. Dores. | May 15. 730. 
96|Newtoun of Leys, Croy. Nov. 1. | 
97 |Knockandow. Moy and Dallaraſſie. Aug. 2 92 
98 Farr. Daviot. Nov. 1. I 
99 Slenconvent. Kiltarlity. uly 9. 
100 Beanchure. Inverneſs. July, 1. 7 7. | 
101|Kirkhill. Kirkhill. | Nov. 1. 733 
102|Glenurquhart. Chanonry. CANON RV. Nov. 11. 732. 19 
103 Milnton of Reidcaſtle. | Kilearnan. „„ 5 
104 Drumcudden. Cullicudden. Fb. Ty 
105|Belblair. Kilmorack. DiNGWALL. |May 15. 714. 4 
106|Milnton of Urquhart. Contain. | Nov. 1. 753- 21 
10/7 Blairminigh. Fotherty. Nov. 1. 744. 2 
108 Arrean. | Urray. Nov. 1. 745: 10 
8 109 Inverchaſley. | Creech. DorNocn. Ditto 1. 729. 8 
110|Shinels. Lairg. Ditio 11. 9 
111 Aſſchelbeg. Clyne. May 15. 729. 11 
112 Kildonan. '| Kildonnan. [Nov. 1. 733. 12 
113 Phyline. Aſſint. | July 1. 729. 4 
114Rivigil. Tong. ToNG. Nov. 1. 734. 7 
115 Humlean. Duirniſh. . Ditto 1. 735. 2 
116 Clardon. Thurſo. CAITHNESS, Ditto 11. 730. 20 
wht Bualcrapig. Latheron. | Ditto1, 730. I 
118|Brabſter. | Reay. Aug. 2. 
I 19|Quoyſdale. Wick. Nov. 11. 730. 14 
120 Weather Clate. Ditto. Ditto-11. 730. 
1210 Halkirk. —— FX rg 1 749. f 1 
122 Hfarra Fats * __JCAIRSTON, | Mar. 18. 712. 12] 
123 Eichſton. | [10min Rs Nov. 1. 748. 21 
124|Greny Harray. | May 15. 744. Ir] 
12 5 Ingſay. Ditto. Nov. 1. 738. 2 
1200 Marwick. Ditto. Ditto 1. 742. 5 
1270 Græmſay. Hoy and ouch Feb, 2. 14 
1280 Hoy. Ditto. 5 | Nov. 1. 741: . 
1290 Orphire. Orphire. | March 1. 742. 12 
1300 Walls Ditto. Nov. 1. 738. 3 
131 Stenneſs Firth and Stenneſß.  |]May 15. 721. 22] 
132|Yarpha Dearneſs. KIKwATT. |Nov. 1. 737. 17 
133|Oback Rendal. Ditto 11. 717. 17 
134 Coſtay Ditto. | | May 15. 729. I9 
135{Midby Weſtray. NorTH IsLEs. Mar. 22. 716. 31 
4 | 136[Sorren. Rouſay. | May 15. 724. 4} 
137|Calfsound, Edday. 8 Nov. 1 749. 13 
138 U phouſe. Walls. i ZETLAND. Jan. 23. 713. 
139 Unſt. Dunroſeneſs. Aug. 2. 713. 6 
140 Delton. Sandneſs. Ian. 23. 713. 244 
1141 Wieſdale. Tingwall. . Nov. 11. 724. 13 
1420 Cunningſburgh. 8 May 15. 734. 1 
143 Gela in Fair Iſle. Ditto. Aug. 1. 731. T1 
144|Whinyeſter. Walls. | Aug. 2. 733. 
145 Halfmorton. Langholm. LAN CHOIM. May 15. 720 17 
1406 Edinburgh Charity Edinburgh. EDINBURGH. | Nov. 11. 741. 68 
1 Work-houſe. | f 3 
Orphan 3 Edinburgh. EDINBURGH. Ditto 11. 73 3: 10 
1480 Dalkeith. + 1 DALKEriTH. Ditto 1. 


